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VISION STATEMENT
The Emmaus journey seeks truth, wisdom and justice. As a community of hope we celebrate God’s love and 
the dignity of each person. Walk with us and let Christ’s fire burn within us.

CENTRAL IDEAS
JOURNEY WELCOMING COMMUNITY HOPECOMMITMENTENTHUSIASM

EDUCATIONAL 
MISSION STATEMENT

The educational mission of Emmaus 
College is to provide holistic, relevant, 

Catholic secondary education to students 
and families who seek its values.

This mission is enacted through a wide variety 
of learning experiences which are enriching and 

founded on right relationships.

RESPECT
RELATIONSHIPS

INTEGRITY
EMPOWERMENT

PASTORAL 
MISSION STATEMENT

The pastoral mission of Emmaus 
College is to be a community of care, 

which gives witness to the message of Jesus.

This mission is enacted through pastoral 
support that provides care and encourages each 
person to accept responsibility for their choices 

and to live justly.

SUPPORT
NURTURE

JUSTICE
BELONGING

RELIGIOUS & 
SPIRITUAL

MISSION STATEMENT
The religious/spiritual mission of 

Emmaus College is to have a clear Catholic 
identity that is open and inclusive.

As part of a wider faith tradition, this 
mission is enacted through the provision of 

opportunities for spiritual growth of the 
community and all its members.

FAITH 
COMPASSION

MISSION STATEMENTS
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CHOOSING SUBJECTS
Your course selections can directly affect your success at school, your potential pathways after school and 
how you feel about school. It is suggested that after careful consideration, research and advice, you choose 
subjects:

SATISFIES 
PREREQUISITES 

FOR POSSIBLE 
COURSES OF STUDY 

– RESEARCH THIS 
(QTAC GUIDE)

IN WHICH 
YOU HAVE 

ALREADY HAD 
SOME SUCCESS OR 
DEMONSTRATED 

ABILITY OR 
APTITUDE

WHICH WILL HELP 
YOU ACHIEVE YOUR 
POSSIBLE FUTURE 

CAREER PATHWAYS, OR AT 
LEAST ALLOW YOU TO KEEP 

YOUR CAREER OPTIONS 
OPEN

CHOOSE 
SUBJECTS 

WHICH WILL 
DEVELOP SKILLS, 

KNOWLEDGE AND 
ATTITUDES USEFUL 

THROUGHOUT 
YOUR LIFE

APPROACH 
THE TASK CALMLY, 

FOLLOW THE 
GUIDELINES PROVIDED, 

ASK FOR HELP AND YOU 
SHOULD COME UP WITH A 

LIST OF SUBJECTS THAT 
MEETS YOUR NEEDS

MS NARELLE 
SOMMERFELD, 

CAREERS & WORKPLACE 
LEARNING COORDINATOR 

IS AVAILABLE TO MEET WITH 
STUDENTS AND PARENTS 

TO ASSIST WITH PLANNING 
CAREER PATHWAYS AND 

SUBJECT SELECTION

WHICH 
WILL 

EXTEND AND 
CHALLENGE 

YOU

WHICH 
YOU 

ENJOY

This handbook has been prepared to assist students and parents with selection of subjects.

Emmaus College offers a wide range of senior subjects in order to satisfy the needs of students with different 
abilities and interests. Students entering Year 11 must choose a course of subjects that will ensure they are 
eligible to qualify for a Queensland Certificate of Education (QCE). 

Therefore all students will be selecting six (6) subjects in the following way:
• 3 CORE subjects including an Religious Education, English and Maths course and
• 3 ELECTIVE subjects from the extensive range on offer.

Students wishing to take advantage of Voluntary Work Experience or a School Based Traineeship or 
Apprenticeship will need to contact the Work Experience & Careers Co-ordinator (Ms Narelle Sommerfeld 
narelle_sommerfeld@emmaus.qld.edu.au) for full details and processes.

Note that final subject offerings will depend on viable course numbers and some subjects may not be offered 
due to insufficient uptake. Emmaus College requires all students to choose two (2) reserve electives to be 
used in the case of timetabling restrictions. 
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HOW TO SELECT SUBJECTS ONLINE
Complete the Web Preferences selection process, and hand in a signed 

‘Preference Receipt’ to the assignment box on 
Yaamba Road by Friday 18 August.

WEB PREFERENCES ACCESS GUIDE
Web Preferences is a web application that allows students to enter their subject preferences on-line. 

Before you begin, make sure that you have access to a computer that has the following:
• An Internet Connection
• A web browser (Microsoft Internet Explorer 11)
• Access to a printer

STEP 1: Logging into Web Preferences

STEP 2 - Selecting Preferences

STEP 3 - Validating Preferences

STEP 4 - Finishing Up

Students will be sent an email with the link to the site, which allows them to make their subject selections.

 » The “Preference Validation” page will display all your preferences in the order you selected them. 
 » If you are happy with your preferences then continue by clicking the “Submit Valid Preferences”   

 button which will open a page titled “Preference Receipt”. 
 » Alternatively if you would like to make changes to the preferences entered click on the “Cancel”   

 button this will take you back to the Preference Selection page.

 » You must print and sign the “Preference Receipt” page by clicking on the “Open Print View” button  
 and clicking the “Print Receipt” button. 

 » To continue click on the “Return to Home Page” button. If you want to change your preferences,   
 repeat the process by clicking the “Add New Preferences” button

 » Otherwise exit by clicking the “Log out” button.”

 » To view a list of the subjects available for selection and any personal restrictions click on the “View   
 Subject Details” button. 

 » To continue click on the button “Return to Home Page”. 
 » To select or change your preferences click on the “Add New Preferences” button. 
 » On the Preference Selection page, follow the instructions on this page to select subjects from the drop  

 down list boxes. 
 » When you have finished, click on the “Proceed” button.



IS THERE ANOTHER COURSE THAT 
WOULD SUIT MY NEEDS?
It should be stressed that the traditional academic course of study is not merely a continuation of Years 7 
to 10. The increase in difficulty of the subject matter and in the amount of time required for homework and 
independent study is quite substantial in the Senior school. 
On the other hand, the more Vocational Education and Training (VET) oriented subjects bridge the gap 
between school and employment by helping students to develop skills, attitudes and knowledge that will 
make them more competitive and well-prepared to enter the workforce.
Students may seek access to higher tertiary education courses via a VET certificate pathway, rather than 
through the traditional tertiary entrance pathway.

GUIDELINES FOR SELECTION
1. Read the handbook

 » Consider your Personal Learning Plan (PLP) / Set Plan
 » Research the pathways you are interested in
 » Follow the relevant links on the Emmaus College website
 » Consult with your teachers
 » Talk to Heads of Faculty and/or teachers of Year 11 and 12 subjects

2. What subjects do you like?  What subjects are you good at?

3. Based on your answers to the above draw up a list of subjects.

4. Write down the possible careers you might like to follow after school. Websites such as 
 www.myfuture.edu.au or  https://www.gooduniversitiesguide.com.au/careers-guide and others  
 available in the links are also very useful to help you choose or find information about careers.

5. If your career areas require further qualifications after school check whether entrance to the TAFE/ 
 University Course requires prerequisite subjects.  Write down the prerequisite subjects for these  
 careers. You may need to consult the QTAC book: “Tertiary Prerequisites” or you may need to speak to  
 someone with the necessary qualifications to provide professional guidance in the career you wish  
 to follow. 

6. If your career requires university qualifications then: 
 a) calculate your eligible field positions using the table of field weights listed towards the end of  
 the handbook.
 b) Use the Queensland Tertiary Admissions Centre (QTAC) resources, compare the fields for  
 which  you are eligible with the fields listed for courses in which you are interested. (Note: most  
 students will be selected for tertiary courses based on their OP (Overall Position) without the need  
 for field positions to be considered.  Non qualification for a field position is not a barrier for most  
 students to qualify for a tertiary course).

7. If after steps 5 and 6, the subjects you have chosen do not tally with prerequisite subjects or   
 preferred selection fields for tertiary courses, you may decide to – 
 • change subjects OR re-think career options and pathways.

Remember if you have chosen subjects you like and are good at, it may well be that your career choice 
needs modification. Don’t forget to talk to others, for example, your parents, teachers or careers advisor.
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GENERAL INFORMATION
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
The value of Religious Education in a Catholic School cannot be over-emphasised. It is an essential contributor to 
the students’ spiritual and personal development and presents an avenue for a student’s growth towards maturity. 
It should also be stated that in terms of cognitive development, the Religious Education program offers tremendous 
scope in developing those intellectual skills and social and moral values necessary for the post-school years.

Students are expected to participate in a variety of activities including Retreats as well as classroom Religious 
Education.

At Emmaus students need to choose between,
• Authority-Registered Subject: Religion & Ethics    OR
• Authority Subject: Study of Religion

GENERAL PATHWAYS

The following information is adapted from QCAA website and documents.

STUDENT EDUCATION PROFILE
At the completion of Year 12, students receive a Student Education Profile (SEP). This profile consists of the following 
documents:
• Senior Statement
• Queensland Certificate of Education (QCE) (if attained)
• Tertiary Entrance Statement (if eligible) 
• Queensland Certificate of Individual Achievement (QCIA) (for selected students)

These documents contain information relating to achievement in:
• Authority subjects
• Authority-registered Subjects including any VET Certificates and Competencies gained from modules studied
• The QCS test result 
• Recorded subjects (e.g. AMEB or Trinity)

Results achieved are recorded on the Senior Statement issued by the QCAA.

A Tertiary Entrance Statement is issued to OP eligible students by the Queensland Curriculum and Assessment 
Authority (QCAA). Overall Position (OP) and Field Positions (FPs) are recorded on this document.
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STUDENT EDUCATION PROFILE CONT.
Remember, all students receive a Senior Statement on completion of Year 12; however, only OP eligible students will 
receive a Tertiary Entrance Statement.

The aim of the SEP is to provide tertiary institutions and potential employers with a wide range of information about 
school leavers, their abilities and their achievements while at school. This detailed information allows universities 
and TAFE colleges to adopt a “profile approach” to selection of students rather than relying on a single score. Year 12 
applicants for standard admission to tertiary courses will be selected on the basis of academic merit as indicated in 
the SEP, the information being used in the following sequence:
• Satisfactory completion of prerequisite subjects
• Overall Position
• Field Position(s), if required – e.g. in the case of high demand courses where the number of applicants in an  
 OP band is too large for offers to be made to all of them
• Additional criteria, if required – e.g. consideration of achievement level in prerequisite subjects, school   
 reports, additional information supplied by the applicant, and interviews.

However, selection in some courses, especially those in the visual and performing arts, will continue to be based 
primarily on interview and folio of work or audition. In the case of most TAFE Associate Diploma and Certificate 
courses entry is currently open to students with or without an Overall Position or Core Skills Test result in their Student 
Education Profile.

QUEENSLAND CERTIFICATE OF EDUCATION (QCE)
The Queensland Certificate of Education (QCE) is a school-based qualification awarded to young people at the 
completion of the senior phase of learning, usually at the end of Year 12. All students have the opportunity to receive 
a QCE if they gain the required set standard from their studies. 

The requirements of the QCE include:
• a significant amount of learning 
• a set standard of achievement and 
• meeting literacy and numeracy requirements. 

A QCE will be awarded when the student has achieved 20 credits which includes:
• a minimum of 12 credits from completed core courses
• a maximum of 8 credits from a combination of core, preparatory, enrichment, advanced courses of study
• the requirement for literacy and numeracy

At Emmaus College all subjects offered are classified as core. The only exception is English Extension (Literature) which 
is included in the enrichment category and is only offered to Year 12 students.

Different types of learning attract different credit values. A credit is the minimum amount of learning at the set 
standard that can contribute towards the QCE.  The maximum credits that can be gained from a course are listed with 
each course in the subject descriptions section.

What are the standards?
• For Authority and Authority-registered subjects, the agreed standard is a Sound Level of Achievement and 
completion usually means four semesters. Therefore a student who gains a sound achievement after four semesters 
study in an Authority or Authority-registered subject will gain 4 credit points towards a QCE.
• For VET certificates, the agreed standard is Competence.
• For other courses of study recognised or approved by the QCAA the agreed standard is a Pass or the 
equivalent.

All Emmaus College students entering Year 11 will be eligible to qualify for a QCE. Students can achieve the 20 credit 
points from their course providing they meet the above mentioned required standards. Students applying for school 
based apprenticeships or traineeships are urged to consult with the Workplace Learning & Careers Co-ordinator about 
eligibility. In most cases these students will be eligible and could gain the 20 points needed once their apprenticeship 
or traineeship is completed, most likely a year or two after they finish year 12.

For more information about the QCE please visit the QCAA website www.qcaa.qld.edu.au or contact the school.

6



THE SENIOR STATEMENT
The Queensland Curriculum and Assessment Authority issue this Statement in mid-December. It is a formal record of 
achievement to indicate that a student has completed five years of secondary education to Year 12 level, and shows:

• The school which assessed the student’s achievement
• The subjects studied in Years 11 and 12
• The number of semester units studied in each QCAA subject and, where relevant, the particular units
• The level of achievement for each subject
• The student’s result on the Queensland Core Skills Test if the student sat for this test
• Competencies achieved in VET Certificate courses
• Recorded Subjects e.g. AMEB and Trinity College
• Eligibility for QCE

THE TERTIARY ENTRANCE STATEMENT
At completion of Year 12, a student who has studied five QCAA Authority subjects (three of which must be studied 
for four semesters) and sat the QCS test, also receives a Tertiary Entrance Statement. The Tertiary Entrance Statement 
shows an eligible student’s Overall Position (OP) and Field Positions (FPs). These rankings are used to determine 
eligibility for direct admission to tertiary courses.

The Tertiary Entrance Statement provides information that is recognised by interstate and international universities 
and tertiary providers and may be required in order for a student to enrol in study at institutions outside Queensland.

QUEENSLAND CERTIFICATE OF INDIVIDUAL ACHIEVEMENT (QCIA)
The Queensland Certificate of Individual Achievement (QCIA) recognises the achievements of students who are on 
individualised learning programs.

The certificate is an official record that students have completed at least 12 years of education, and provides students 
with a summary of their skills and knowledge that they can present to employers and training providers.
The QCIA records the student’s educational achievement in two areas: 

1. The Statement of Achievement provides descriptions of the student’s demonstrated knowledge and skills in 
areas of study and learning; communication and technologies; community, citizenship and the environment; leisure 
and recreation; personal and living dimensions; and vocational and transition activities. 
2. The Statement of Participation lists activities that a student has undertaken, for example, community-based 
learning, work placement or work experience, extra-curricular activities, community access programs or mentor 
programs with employers.

QUEENSLAND CORE SKILLS TEST
At Emmaus we believe it is strongly in the students’ best interests to sit for the QCS test and to do their best. This could 
be of benefit for students seeking alternative pathways into further study as any result better than an E will increase a 
student’s Selection Rank. All students who sit for the QCS Test will receive an individual result from A to E.
Therefore all students completing the senior phase of their education at Emmaus will be invited to sit the QCS test. 
Students sitting the QCS test will be required to undertake the QCS test preparation program designed to assist 
students to gain specific skills in QCS test awareness and procedures. When signing the subject selection form 
students undertaking an OP Pathway are also making a commitment to undertake QCS preparation.

The Queensland Core Skills Test is compulsory for all students who want to receive an OP and as stated previously, at 
Emmaus all students are able to sit the QCS test. This test is closely related to the Queensland Senior curriculum and 
designed to assess common elements of that curriculum. 
The test consists of four papers using three modes of response:
1. Extended Writing
2. Short Answers / Free Response
3. Multiple Choice

Students are given their individual results as one of five grades, A (highest) to E (lowest), which is recorded on the 
Senior Statement.
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QUEENSLAND CORE SKILLS TEST CONT.
The QCS Test is also used as part of the scaling process intended to make OPs and FPs dependent on an individual’s 
school achievement and not dependent on the group. At present the QCS Test result is not used for standard 
admission to tertiary courses. Note: only students eligible for an OP have their QCS results used in the scaling 
processes. All other students receive a stand-alone result from A to E recorded on their senior statement and any 
result greater than E improves a student’s rank score.

Emmaus College conducts preparation for the QCS test to familiarise students with the terminology used in the 
questions as well as the style of the questions. Students also develop skills in how to go about responding to the QCS 
test questions. All students are expected to commit to the QCS preparation Emmaus provides through their signing of 
the enrolment agreement form.

To assist in the preparation, students will receive a QCS Test Workbook. As part of the feedback to students, a number 
of practice tests will be marked by an accredited test marker from outside Emmaus. 

THE TERTIARY ENTRANCE PATHWAYS
THE OVERALL POSITION (OP)

An OP is a student’s position in a state wide rank order based on their overall achievement in QCAA-approved 
subjects. It indicates how well a student has done in comparison to all other OP-eligible students in Queensland and 
is used for tertiary entrance purposes only. Students are placed in one of 25 OP bands from OP1 (highest) to OP25 
(lowest).

How do I get an OP?
To get an OP you must study a certain number of Authority subjects and satisfy other requirements including 
completion of Year 12 and the Queensland Core Skills (QCS) Test. The basic eligibility requirement is 20 semester units 
of credit in Authority subjects with at least three subjects taken for four semesters. Authority subjects are based on 
syllabuses that have been approved and issued by the QCAA.

How is my OP calculated?
OP calculations begin with the results you get in the subjects you study in Year 12. These results are reported on 
your Senior Statement in terms of five levels of achievement: Very High Achievement, High Achievement, Sound 
Achievement, Limited Achievement and Very Limited Achievement. The levels of achievement alone are too broad to 
calculate OPs so finer-grained comparisons of student achievement are necessary. These comparisons are provided 
by the subject achievement indicators (SAIs). SAIs are numbers (from 400 to 200) assigned by teachers to OP-eligible 
students. They show individual achievement compared with the achievement of other students in each subject 
studied at school.

Are some subjects worth more than others?
All QCAA subjects count equally for the Overall Position, which is the main determinant. In Field Positions, some 
subjects are weighted differently, according to which skill is being measured. For example, Maths C is highly weighted 
in Fields C and D but lowly weighted in Fields A, B and E.  English is highly weighted in Field A, B, and E and is lowly 
weighted in Fields C and D. But remember that all subjects are weighted highly in at least one field.

What if I want to change subjects halfway through Years 11 and 12?
Students can change some, but not all subjects. To get a complete Student Education Profile, students need to do at 
least three (3) Authority subjects over all four (4) semesters. The best twenty semester units will count towards the 
Overall Position and the Field Position.

OP Myths 
Follow the link to the QCAA website for more information concerning popular myths surrounding the OP system. 
http://www.qcaa.qld.edu.au/641.html

THE QTAC SELECTION RANK (TER) 
A selection rank, like an OP, is a measure that places students in an order of merit for entry to tertiary courses. 
The differences are: 
• that ranks apply to OP ineligible students, 
• ranks can also apply to OP students in some instances (QTAC uses best rank – OP or TER) 
• the scale is 1-99, with 99 being the highest. (OP is 1 highest to 25 lowest)
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QTAC produces a table of equivalences between OPs and Ranks each year. (There are variations from year to year and 
these QTAC schedules for Year 11 and Year 12 students studying and seeking admission to tertiary institutions will 
apply.) 
 
Some ways a student could obtain a QTAC Selection Rank are: 
• through a calculation that takes into account the student’s results in Authority and Authority-registered 
Subjects (minimum of 20 semester units) and the QCS Test. 
• through undertaking a School Based Traineeship or Apprenticeship 
• through completion of Certificate III or higher 
• using units of competency completed as part of a VET program delivered by the College 
• undertaking AMEB or Trinity music courses. 

There is not an assumption of commonality of grades and points values for Authority subjects. Authority subjects are 
scaled for calculating Tertiary Entrance Ranks. 

In addition, VET modules are treated the same whether studied as stand-alone or embedded in subjects. The depth 
(AQF level) and breadth (i.e. duration of ) VET modules is considered. For example, an AQF IV Module will have a higher 
point value than an AQF II module.

TERTIARY ENTRANCE FOR STUDENTS NOT ELIGIBLE FOR AN OP
Students who complete Year 12 but do not qualify for an OP may still be eligible to apply through QTAC for courses.  
Students can apply to QTAC for a selection rank based on results in their best 20 semester units of Authority and 
Authority-registered subjects and VET units of competency/modules recorded on the Senior Statement and their 
results in the Queensland Core Skills (QCS) Test. A poor result in the QCS does not have a negative effect on a student’s 
selection rank; it will only be used to moderate the rank upwards.

Points to note:
• Undertaking an OP ineligible Senior secondary school program may make it difficult and in some cases 
impossible to achieve the high ranks necessary for entry to very competitive tertiary courses.
• Students completing Year 12 with fewer than 20 semester units of Authority and Authority-registered 
subjects, and VET units of competency/modules will still be eligible to apply for a QTAC selection rank but it will be 
less competitive than if they had completed 20 units.
• Where embedded units of competency/modules are reported on the Senior Statement, these can be used to 
make up the best 20 semester units, if this advantages the applicant.
• Students not undertaking the standard tertiary pathway, i.e. being eligible for an Overall Position, may not be 
considered for tertiary entry interstate and should contact the relevant institution.

How do I apply?
Students apply for courses through QTAC in the same way as OP eligible students. You will receive help in Year 12 to 
apply to QTAC.

How are students selected for a course if they don’t have an OP?
The process for applying to QTAC and being offered a place in a tertiary course is the same for all Year 12 applicants, 
whether they have an OP or not. Applicants are selected for courses in order of merit (either by OP or rank). QTAC will 
offer an applicant a place in the course highest on their preference list for which they have fulfilled all the necessary 
requirements and for which a place is still available.

The Queensland Curriculum and Assessment Authority (QCAA) provides QTAC with the results for all Year 12 students. 
For non-OP students, QTAC uses the achievement levels for Authority and Authority-registered subjects listed on 
their Senior Statement to calculate a tertiary entrance selection score called a ‘rank’. Results on the Queensland Core 
Skills Test are used and additional information such as certificates gained through a school-based traineeship or 
apprenticeship can also be used in the calculation of a Tertiary Entrance Rank.
 
What about prerequisites?
To be eligible to receive an offer of a place in a tertiary course, you must satisfy all prerequisites. These may include 
specific results in particular Senior (usually Authority and/or Authority Registered) subjects, an audition, a portfolio, an 
interview, or the completion of a questionnaire.
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VOLUNTARY WORK EXPERIENCE 
Students wishing to participate in voluntary work experience will need to consider the following:
• It is the student’s responsibility to organise their own work placements during school vacation periods.
• A logbook/student record book is to be kept by students to record skills learnt.
• Students do not get paid for their time in the workplace.
• Students are required to fill out an application form and be interviewed by the Work Experience & Careers  
 Coordinator. 

SCHOOL-BASED APPRENTICESHIPS & TRAINEESHIPS (SAT’S)
As a result of a major change to the vocational education and training system across Australia, students are now able 
to study for their Senior Statement, while also working in an apprenticeship or traineeship. Generally, the student 
spends some time during the school week in paid employment, some time for off-the-job training, and the balance 
spent completing normal school studies. 

The advantages for a student placed in a school-based apprenticeship or traineeship include:
• having a paid job while learning new skills at the same time
• gaining a qualification that is recognised Australia wide
• having a head start in the job market with firsthand experience in the industry
• making an easier move from school to work
• the ability to use a VET qualification to get into tertiary education, such as diploma courses

School-based apprenticeships and traineeships are available in a number of different industry areas, for example, 
automotive, child care, engineering, sport and recreation, retail, and office administration just to name a few.  
Sometimes employers will advertise the availability of SAT’s with the school. Most times, however, it is the enthusiasm 
of a student employee who promotes the possibility of a SAT to an employer.

IT IS THE RESPONSIBILITY OF THE STUDENT TO ARRANGE THESE EXPERIENCES AND COMPLETE THE 
NECESSARY PAPERWORK.

If you wish to find out any more information about school-based apprenticeships or traineeships, please contact the 
College’s Careers and Workplace Learning Co-ordinator.

SUBJECT OUTLINES
NOTE: In many of the following subject outlines the terms “formative” and “summative” are used in referring to 
assessment.  They may need some explanation.

Summative Assessment: tests, assignments, etc., which count towards final senior results.
Formative Assessment: tests, assignments, etc., which do not count towards final senior results, but are used to give 
indications of student progress for reports, etc. and can assist in developing the skills students need to succeed in the 
subject.

It should be noted that if a student leaves a subject after one, two or three semesters then all assessment could be 
considered summative and therefore count towards their overall result.

QUEENSLAND CURRICULUM AND ASSESSMENT AUTHORITY (QCAA)
SUBJECT CATEGORIES
QCAA Subjects are classified as Authority or Authority Registered and have the following characteristics:
• Each subject is worth credit points towards a Queensland Certificate of Education (QCE) (providing the  
 minimum standard is achieved).
• Each subject studied appears on the Senior Statement.
• Each subject is divided into Semester Units – 2 per year so that a student studying a subject continuously over  
 two years will complete four semester units per subject.
• Students work towards a level of achievement ranging from Very High to Very Limited. 
• Schools must have QCAA accredited work programs or study plans for all QCAA subjects for achievement to  
 be recorded on the Senior Statement.
• Authority Subjects can lead to an OP while Authority-Registered Subjects could be used to gain a Tertiary  
 Entrance Rank however both types of courses can contribute credits towards a QCE.
• Authority Subjects follow a strict moderation process including verification of assessment and student’s work  
 before final results are approved for inclusion on the Senior Statement and being credited towards a QCE.

Results of QCAA Subjects studied for one semester or more will appear on the Senior Statement. 10
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FACULTY OPTIONS

INDUSTRIAL 
TECHNOLOGY & 

DESIGN (ITD)
Pages 28 - 32

ENGLISH
Pages 33 - 36

MATHEMATICS
Pages 17 - 20

TEXTILE & FOOD 
TECHNOLOGIES

Pages 48 - 50

STUDY OF SOCIETY, 
ENVIRONMENT & 

LANGUAGES
Pages 53-57

HEALTH & 
PHYSICAL 

EDUCATION
Pages 21 - 24

SCIENCE
Pages 25 - 27

INFORMATION 
TECHNOLOGY & 

BUSINESS
Pages 39 - 45

VISUAL ARTS
Pages 51 - 52

PERFORMING 
ARTS

Pages 37 - 38

JOBS FOR THE 
FUTURE

Page 58

VET SUBJECTS
Pages 59 - 66

GENERAL INFORMATION
Pages 5 - 15

INTRODUCTION
Pages 2 - 4

RELIGIOUS 
EDUCATION
Pages 46 - 47
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MATHEMATICS A

RECOMMENDATIONS

STATUS:  AUTHORITY SUBJECT

QCE:   4 CREDIT POINTS POSSIBLE
OP:   CONTRIBUTES

SEMESTER 1
Managing Money, Applied Geometry

Data Collection & Presentation

SEMESTER 2
Linking 2 and 3 Dimensions

Exploring Data & Managing Money II

SEMESTER 3
Maps & Compasses 

Understanding Data

SEMESTER 4
Managing Money

Networks & Queuing

Students who have successfully studied the General Maths elective in Year 10 are advised to choose 
Mathematics A. 

COURSE OUTLINE

ASSESSMENT
• Exams
• Extended Modelling and Problem Solving Tasks
• Reports

WHY STUDY THIS SUBJECT?
Mathematics A is designed to raise the level of competence in mathematics required for intelligent citizenship. 
The emphasis in this course is on teaching mathematics that will be useful when the student leaves school 
and enters society.

WHAT WILL STUDENTS DO IN MATHS A?
The core of Mathematics A focuses on three strands of mathematics - Financial Mathematics, Applied 
Geometry, and Statistics and Probability.
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MATHEMATICS B

RECOMMENDATIONS

STATUS:  AUTHORITY SUBJECT

QCE:   4 CREDIT POINTS POSSIBLE
OP:   CONTRIBUTES

SEMESTER 1
Functions, Periodic Functions, Exponentials 

and Logarithmic Functions, Rates of  Change

SEMESTER 2
Applied Statistics, Rates of Change II, 

Derivatives

SEMESTER 3
Further Exponentials and Logarithms, 
Integration, Probability Distributions

SEMESTER 4
Finance, Optimisation, Statistical Analysis, 

Periodic Functions

Students who have successfully studied the Maths Methods elective in Year 10 are advised to choose 
Mathematics B. 

COURSE OUTLINE

ASSESSMENT
• Exams
• Extended Modelling and Problem Solving Tasks
• Reports

WHY STUDY THIS SUBJECT?
Mathematics B is designed to raise the level of competence in the mathematics required for intelligent 
citizenship, to increase students’ confidence in using mathematics to solve problems and to provide the basis 
for further studies. Mathematics B is a prerequisite for many tertiary courses.

WHAT WILL STUDENTS DO IN MATHS A?
Mathematics B focuses on 5 main areas - Applied Geometry, the study of Functions, Calculus, Financial 
Mathematics and Applied Statistics. Students need to possess adequate skills in algebra to cope with 
Mathematics B. 
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MATHEMATICS C

RECOMMENDATIONS

STATUS:  AUTHORITY SUBJECT

QCE:   4 CREDIT POINTS POSSIBLE
OP:   CONTRIBUTES

SEMESTER 1
Real Numbers, Groups, Combinatorics, 

Matrices, Complex Numbers

SEMESTER 2
Vectors, Further Matrices, Dynamics, 

Structures and patterns

SEMESTER 3
Calculus, Advanced Periodic and 

Exponential Functions

SEMESTER 4
Dynamics, Advanced Periodic and 

Exponential Functions

Students who have obtained above average results in the Maths Methods elective in Year 10, and who enjoy 
doing mathematics are advised to choose Mathematics C.

COURSE OUTLINE

ASSESSMENT
• Exams
• Extended Modelling and Problem Solving Tasks
• Reports

WHY STUDY THIS SUBJECT?
The study of Mathematics C will give students the opportunity to extend their mathematical knowledge into 
new areas, and hence will provide an excellent preparation for the further study of mathematics in a wide 
variety of fields. The additional rigour and structure of the mathematics required in this subject will equip 
students with valuable thinking skills which will serve them in more general contexts.

WHAT WILL STUDENTS DO IN MATHS A?
Mathematics C introduces new branches of Mathematics  - Real Number Systems, Group Theory, Matrices, 
Vectors, Complex Numbers, Permutations and Combinations, Advanced Calculus. Students need to possess 
adequate skills in algebra to cope with Mathematics C. Students must also study Mathematics B.
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PRE-VOCATIONAL MATHS

RECOMMENDATIONS

STATUS:  AUTHORITY REGISTERED SUBJECT

QCE:   4 CREDIT POINTS POSSIBLE
OP:   DOES NOT CONTRIBUTE

The emphasis of this course is to provide students with a relevant and practical mathematical basis for entering 
the workplace or continuing onto TAFE. It primarily focuses on five core units - Basic Skills, Measurement 
and Geometry, Probabilities and Statistics, Finance, and Data Collection, Display and Interpretation. Students 
who have experienced difficulty with application questions in Year 10 Core Mathematics would have greater 
success with Prevocational Maths rather than Maths A. Students need to consider their OP eligibility before 
selecting this subject.

OPTIONS
In deciding whether to choose this subject, attention should be given to the following-

• Current Maths teacher’s recommendation.
• Prerequisites for tertiary courses.
• OP eligibility (Mathematics A should be chosen if you wish to be OP eligible).
• Interest and ability in mathematics.

Ability and aptitude of the student is important.  A student should take the level appropriate to his/her ability.  
Problems associated with taking a level which is beyond the student include frustration, boredom and feeling 
of failure. Parents should be realistic about their child’s abilities and are encouraged to discuss their choice with 
their student’s Year 10 Maths teacher. It is not always possible to change mathematics subjects throughout 
Year 11 due to timetable restrictions.

Assessment in all strands of mathematics will come from a mixture of assignments and examinations over all 
four semesters.

COURSE REQUIREMENTS
A minimum of 20 minutes homework every night is essential.
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HEALTH & PHYSICAL EDUCATION
HEALTH EDUCATION

WHAT WILL STUDENTS DO IN HEALTH 
EDUCATION?
• Investigate the sociocultural impacts on health 
• Advocate change
• Collect primary evidence
• Research secondary evidence
• Conduct Action Research

WHY STUDY THIS SUBJECT? 
The study of Health Education provides students with 
opportunities to:
• Explore health issues through an investigation of  
 social justice 
• Understand health in various context of society 
• Promote health for individuals, groups,    
 communities
• Actively advocate for health
• Identify barriers and facilitators which impact   
 health 
• Propose critically analysed solutions 

ASSESSMENT
• Supervised Written Examination
• Research Assessment – Report, Multimodal,   
 Analytical Essay
• Action Research Project

COURSE OUTLINE:
SEMESTER 1 Emmaus Sun Safety
  Individual Wellbeing 
SEMESTER 2 Tuckshop 
  Road Trauma   
SEMESTER 3 Mental Health in Rockhampton
  Sustainability at Emmaus  
SEMESTER 4 Schoolies
  Relationships

RECOMMENDATION: Min C in English and/or Health Education

STATUS:  AUTHORITY SUBJECT
QCE:   4 CREDIT POINTS AVAILABLE
OP:   CONTRIBUTES
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HEALTH & PHYSICAL EDUCATION
PHYSICAL EDUCATION

WHAT WILL STUDENTS DO IN P.E.?
• Collect data 
• Use GPS software and Kinovea 
• Conduct personal and game analysis and   
 personal movement analysis
• Participate in individual and team sports
• Design training 
• Learning within a sporting context
• Reflect
• Self-analysis

WHY STUDY THIS SUBJECT? 
The study of Physical Education provides students with 
opportunities to :
• Learn in, about and through physical activity   
 (Arnold 1985) 
• Become intelligent performers (Kirk 1988) and   
 physically educated. 
• Understand performance 
• Propose and recommend strategies for improve  
 sporting performance 

ASSESSMENT
50% theory, 50% physical performance
• Supervised Written Examination
• Research Assessment – Multimodal and 
 Analytical Essay
• Physical Performance

COURSE OUTLINE:
SEMESTER 1 Energy Systems and Fitness Components  
  integrated with Badminton or Volleyball
  Learning Plans integrated with Athletics  
  - field event  
SEMESTER 2 Factors that Impact Participation   
  integrated with Touch Football
  Training integrated with Netball
SEMESTER 3 Biomechanical and Learning Plans   
  integrated with Volleyball or Badminton
  Factors that Impact Participation   
  integrated with Athletics – field event  
SEMESTER 4 Train for Improvement integrated with   
  Touch Football
  Team Cohesion integrated with Netball

RECOMMENDATION: Min C in English and/or PE 

STATUS:  AUTHORITY SUBJECT
QCE:   4 CREDIT POINTS AVAILABLE
OP:   CONTRIBUTES
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HEALTH & PHYSICAL EDUCATION
RECREATION

WHAT WILL STUDENTS DO IN RECREATION?
• Participate in individual and team physical   
 activities
• Collect primary and secondary data to inform   
 investigations
• Plan and implement recreational activities   
 individually and in teams

WHY STUDY THIS SUBJECT? 
The study of Recreation provides students with 
opportunities to:
• Investigate the contribution recreation makes to  
 health and wellbeing 
• Investigate factors that influence participation 
• Learn how physical skills can enhance    
 participation 
• Understand the impact interpersonal skills has   
 on effective interaction with others 
• Promote safety in recreation activities 
• Understand the impact the recreation industry   
 has on individuals and communities
• Learn in, through and about recreation activities

ASSESSMENT
• Project – Written, Performance, Spoken
• Investigation Written Response – Multimodal,   
 Feature Article
• Performance

COURSE OUTLINE:

SEMESTER 1 Fitness for Health
  High ropes and Rock climbing
SEMESTER 2 Mini Tournament
  Squash
SEMESTER 3 Fitness for Life
  Team invasion games    
SEMESTER 4 Humpy Island Camp
  Snorkelling (open water)

RECOMMENDATION: A min C in English/Recreation

STATUS:  AUTHORITY REGISTERED SUBJECT
QCE:   4 CREDIT POINTS AVAILABLE
OP:   DOES NOT CONTRIBUTE
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HEALTH & PHYSICAL EDUCATION
CERTIFICATE III IN FITNESS - SIS30315

WHAT WILL STUDENTS DO?
• Client screening and health assessment
• Instructing and monitoring fitness programs
• Customer service in the Fitness industry
• Group fitness, exercise science and nutrition
• $290.00 = Binnacle Training Fees
• $40.00 = First Aid Certificate costs 
• Year 11 = Excursions to other outside venues to  
 participate in and to conduct fitness activities.
• Year 12 = Excursions to other outside venues to  
 participate in and to conduct fitness activities.  

Final cost and notification of these excursions will 
be included in the permission letter which will be 

distributed closer to the excursion date.

WHY STUDY THIS SUJECT? 
The study of Certificate III in Fitness provides students 
with opportunities to:
• Students deliver fitness programs and services   
 within their school community. For example:
 o  Personal Training adults (teachers and staff)
 o   Strength and conditioning for athletes & teams
 o  Group fitness sessions (adults and students)
• Includes Provide First Aid/CPR certificate

ASSESSMENT
Evidence contributing towards competency will be collected throughout the course.  This process allows a student’s 
competency to be assessed in a holistic approach that integrates a range of competencies.
NOTE:  This program involves a mandatory ‘outside subject’ weekly component as follows:
TERM 6:  60 minutes per week across a minimum of 5 consecutive weeks – delivering fitness programs and services 
to an adult client, undertaken at the school gym or an alternate fitness facility sourced by the school.
TERM 7:  A minimum of one session (60 minutes) – delivering a gentle exercise session to an older adult client (age 
50+), undertaken at the school gym or an alternate fitness facility sourced by the school. All other practical experi-
ences have been timetabled within class time. Students will keep a Log Book of these practical experiences (approx-
imately 40 hours).

RECOMMENDATION: Good written and spoken communication.

STATUS:  VET SUBJECT-CERTIFICATE EXTERNAL RTO 
QCE:   8 CREDIT POINTS POSSIBLE 

COURSE OUTLINE: (FURTHER INFORMATION IN AUTHORITY, AUTHORITY REGISTERED AND VET SUBJECTS SECTION)
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SCIENCE

CHEMISTRY

WHAT WILL STUDENTS DO?
• Students will study basic atomic theory; the periodic table; writing and naming of chemical formula using  
 ion tables and writing balanced equations.
• Students will conduct experiments to gain experience with experimental procedures; risk/safety   
 management and report writing
• Students will be introduced to experimental procedures such as titrations and undertake a mini EEI
• Students will consider the broad range of applications for chemical analysis

WHY STUDY THIS SUBJECT? 
Chemistry is the gateway to careers in science and 
technology.  Year 12 Chemistry provides entry to 
medicine, dentistry, science and engineering.  

The study of Chemistry also leads to careers that deal 
directly with the science of Chemistry, for example, 
Chemistry teachers and science journalists.  

Pharmacists, chemical engineers, nutritionists, assayers 
and analytical chemists are examples of careers for which 
the study of chemistry is the basis.

ASSESSMENT WILL BE OVER THREE AREAS:
1. Knowledge and Conceptual Understanding   
 (KCU) 
2. Scientific Investigation (SI)
3. Evaluating and Concluding (EC)

COURSE OUTLINE:
SEMESTER 1 Introduction to Chemistry
  Quantitative Chemistry  
SEMESTER 2     Materials                                                                
  Analyse this   
SEMESTER 3 Chemistry in the home  
  Pharmacology 
SEMESTER 4    Energy

RECOMMENDATION: It is strongly recommended that students attain High Achievement or better in Year 
10 Science to be able to cope comfortably with Chemistry.

STATUS:  AUTHORITY SUBJECT
QCE:   4 CREDIT POINTS AVAILABLE
OP:   CONTRIBUTES
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SCIENCE
BIOLOGY

WHAT WILL STUDENTS DO?
Students of Biology will participate in a wide range of 
activities to develop their knowledge of biology and 
their ability to solve problems arising in their everyday 
experiences

The course places considerable emphasis upon practical 
work conducted within a laboratory and in the field. 
There is a minimum time commitment for field work of 
ten hours which will consist of at least 1 visit to each of 
the following:  Kershaw Gardens, Moores Creek and field 
trip to Capricorn Coast

Field work is integrated with the study of the key 
concepts to help students better understand biological 
phenomena. During practical activities students learn to 
examine collected data, suggest hypotheses that explain 
observations, and design and conduct experiments

WHY STUDY THIS SUBJECT? 
The study of Biology provides students with opportunities 
to:
• gain insight into the scientific manner of   
 investigating problems pertaining to the   
 living world
• experience the processes of science, which lead  
 to the discovery of new knowledge
• develop a deeper understanding and an   
 enhanced aesthetic appreciation of the   
 living world

ASSESSMENT:
The assessment program will include a variety of 
assessment techniques which are integrated with the 
learning experiences. The achievement level awarded 
each student on exit from the course will be based 
on the fullest and latest information about student 
performance on the dimensions of:

Understanding Biology — to demonstrate knowledge 
and understanding of the key concepts and ideas of 
biology

Investigating Biology — collectively and individually 
access, collect, derive and interpret various forms of 
biological data.

Evaluating Biological Issues — develop the ability to 
embrace current biological understandings and ideas to 
evaluate the effect of their application on present day 
and future society.

COURSE OUTLINE:
SEMESTER 1 Biology Foundation
  Organisms in their Environment
  a) Identifying Organisms
  b) Ecosystems/ Ecology
SEMESTER 2     Functioning Organisms
  a) Animal and Plant Physiology
  b) Reproduction and Development 
SEMESTER 3 Challenge to Survival
  a) Cell Biology & Energy Transfer
  b) Homeostasis in Animals and Plants
SEMESTER 4    Biological Continuity and Change
  a)  Genetic and Molecular Biology
  b) Evolution

RECOMMENDATION: A Sound Achievement in Year 10 Science

STATUS:  AUTHORITY SUBJECT
QCE:   4 CREDIT POINTS AVAILABLE
OP:   CONTRIBUTES



27

SCIENCE
PHYSICS

WHAT WILL STUDENTS DO?
• Students explore the ways physics is used to describe, explain and predict the energy transfers and   
 transformations that are pivotal to modern industrial societies
• Students investigate heating processes, apply the nuclear model of the atom to investigate radioactivity,  
 and learn how nuclear reactions convert mass into energy
• Students develop skills in interpreting, constructing and using a range of mathematical and symbolic   
 representations to describe, explain and predict energy transfers and transformations in heating processes,  
 nuclear reactions and electrical circuits
• They develop their inquiry skills through primary and secondary investigations, including analysing heat  
 transfer, heat capacity, radioactive decay and a range of simple electrical circuits

WHY STUDY THIS SUBJECT? 
First, it is the study of the universe and how it works, and 
second, its applications have produced and continue 
to produce benefits to our society. It will facilitate the 
growth of student awareness of the construction of 
physical understandings from personal, social and global 
perspectives.

ASSESSMENT WILL BE OVER THREE AREAS:
1. Knowledge and Conceptual Understanding   
 (KCU) 
2. Investigative Processes (IP)
3. Evaluating and Concluding (EC)

COURSE OUTLINE:
The study of Physics aims to give students an 
understanding of the basic concepts of Physics, Forces, 
Energy and Motion. 
SEMESTER 1 Introduction to Physics
  Physics of Sport 
SEMESTER 2     Waves and Light                                                               
  Electricity in use  
SEMESTER 3 Hot Stuff  
  Thermal energy, Birth of Modern Physics
  Nuclear Physics 
SEMESTER 4    Electromagnetic induction
  Electronics, Design and operation of   
  electric motors and generators

RECOMMENDATION: It is strongly recommended that students attain High Achievement or better in Year 
10 Science and Year 10 Maths to be able to cope comfortably with Physics.

STATUS:  AUTHORITY SUBJECT
QCE:   4 CREDIT POINTS AVAILABLE
OP:   CONTRIBUTES
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INDUSTRIAL TECHNOLOGY & DESIGN
GRAPHICS

WHAT WILL STUDENTS DO?
• Design folios: solving design problems    
 graphically using the design process    
 of exploring design problems, developing ideas  
 and producing graphical products.
• Students design products in the real-world   
 design areas of Industrial design, Graphics   
 design and Built environment design    
 (architecture, landscape architecture and interior  
 design). 
• Sketching
• Use computer aided drawing software to   
 produce graphical solutions

WHY STUDY THIS SUBJECT? 
The study of Graphics provides students with 
opportunities to:
• solve design problems and present ideas and   
 innovative solutions as graphical    
 products 
• apply knowledge and understanding in real-  
 world design areas 
• think creatively and divergently
• express simple and complex information   
 through visual imagery and representations
• develop skill in generating hand and computer- 
 aided drawings consistent with Australian   
 Standards

ASSESSMENT:
• Design Folios 
• Extended Response Tests

COURSE OUTLINE:
SEMESTER 1 Built environment – Design folio:   
  Teenage retreat
  Industrial design – Extended response   
  test 
SEMESTER 2     Industrial design – Design folio: Remote  
  control 
  Graphic design – Design folio: iPhone/  
  iPad app /digital presentation 
SEMESTER 3 Industrial design – Design folio: Portable  
  blue-tooth speaker/digital presentation
  Industrial design – Extended response   
  test
SEMESTER 4    Built environment – Design folio: Coastal  
  house
  Graphic design – Design folio: Business  
  identity 

RECOMMENDATION: Year 10 Graphics is strongly advised

STATUS:  AUTHORITY SUBJECT
QCE:   4 CREDIT POINTS AVAILABLE
OP:   CONTRIBUTES
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INDUSTRIAL TECHNOLOGY & DESIGN
TECHNOLOGY STUDIES

WHAT WILL STUDENTS DO?
• Design folios: solving design problems using   
 the design process of exploring design    
 problems, developing ideas and    
 producing graphical products     
 and design solution.
• Students define and solve design problems by   
 analysing and evaluating design factors   
 which affect designing an innovative solution   
 and applying these to communicate thoughts,   
 ideas and final product.
• Practical and theoretical learning

WHY STUDY THIS SUBJECT? 
The study of Technology Studies provides students with 
opportunities to:
• solve design problems and present ideas and   
 innovative and solutions 
• apply knowledge and understanding in real-  
 world design problems to meet human needs 
• think creatively and divergently
• seek creative solutions to complex design   
 problems

ASSESSMENT:
• Written reports
• Design folios

COURSE OUTLINE:
SEMESTER 1 Design folio: Trophy design for a local   
  sporting club 
SEMESTER 2     Report – Evolution of the motor vehicle  
  in society
  Design folio – Art Metalwork Scrapheap  
  Challenge 
SEMESTER 3 Design folio – Designing for the   
  community
  Design folio – Designing for an    
  individual to improve quality of life
SEMESTER 4    Report – Recycling in the community

RECOMMENDATION: A Sound Achievement in English and Junior Manual Arts (either Woodwork or 
Metalwork) is recommended.

STATUS:  AUTHORITY SUBJECT
QCE:   4 CREDIT POINTS AVAILABLE
OP:   CONTRIBUTES
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INDUSTRIAL TECHNOLOGY & DESIGN
INDUSTRIAL GRAPHIC SKILLS

WHAT WILL STUDENTS DO?
• Use computer-aided drawing software used in   
 the manufacturing industry
• Sketching
• Building and construction drafting 
• Engineering drafting 
• Furnishing drafting
• 3D printing

WHY STUDY THIS SUBJECT? 
The study of Industrial Graphics Skills provides students 
with opportunities to:
• develop graphical communication skills
• produce technical drawings used in a variety of  
 manufacturing industries
• complete practical and skills based activities
• build personal confidence and positive self-  
 image
• develop decision making and commitment skills

ASSESSMENT:
• Practical demonstrations consisting of a folio of  
 drawings
• Projects consisting of a portfolio of work with   
 technical drawings and written documentation  
 of industry practices and production processes
• 3D printed multi-component products

COURSE OUTLINE:
SEMESTER 1 Introduction to drafting in the   
  manufacturing industry - practical   
  demonstration: building and    
  construction drafting
  Working co-operatively in drafting   
  workplaces - project: skateboard   
  truck assembly  
SEMESTER 2     Drafting of specifications for the   
  manufacture of quality furnishing   
  products - practical demonstration:   
  furnishing drafting
  Drafting for product development –   
  project: engineers vice 
SEMESTER 3 Drafting of specifications for the   
  manufacture of quality furnishing   
  products - project: buffet unit
  Drafting for product development -   
  project: can crusher
SEMESTER 4    Drafting for product development -   
  practical demonstration: can crusher   
  animation
  Residential Plans and Elevations-   
  project: 3-4 house plans

RECOMMENDATION: It would be an advantage to the student to have done Graphics at a Junior level and 
an interest in drafting in the manufacturing industry.

STATUS:  AUTHORITY REGISTERED SUBJECT
QCE:   4 CREDIT POINTS AVAILABLE
OP:   DOES NOT CONTRIBUTE
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INDUSTRIAL TECHNOLOGY & DESIGN
ENGINEERING SKILLS

WHAT WILL STUDENTS DO?
• use current industry practices and production   
 processes to solve problems or complete tasks in  
 a workshop environment
• work with different materials, tools, equipment  
 and machinery in preparation for further   
 employment in the engineering trades
• Welding and fabrication 
• Fitting and Machining
• Sheet metal working 

WHY STUDY THIS SUBJECT? 
The study of Engineering Skills provides students with 
opportunities to:
• foster an interest in the Engineering trades
• complete practical and skills based activities
• enhance basic and advanced metalworking skills
• build personal confidence and positive self-  
 image
• develop decision making and commitment skills

ASSESSMENT:
• Practical demonstrations consisting of a   
 product component (physical project) with   
 annotated photographs of evidence of    
 production skills and procedures
• Projects consisting of a product component   
 (physical project) and Individual portfolio   
 documenting industry practices and production  
 processes

COURSE OUTLINE:
SEMESTER 1 The engineering industry introduction,  
  production processes, working safely   
  and product quality – project:    
  can crusher 
  Fitting and machining production   
  processes and product quality –practical  
  demonstration: screwdriver
SEMESTER 2     Working cooperatively in engineering   
  workplaces – project: ute box
  Welding and fabrication production   
  processes and product quality –practical  
  demonstration: BBQ tools 
SEMESTER 3 Sheet metal working production   
  processes and product quality – practical  
  demonstration: cantilever toolbox
  Welding and fabrication enterprise -   
  project: brazier with ash tray
SEMESTER 4    Engineering industry production   
  processes and product quality - practical  
  demonstration: meat mallet
  Working cooperatively in engineering   
  workplaces – project: BBQ

RECOMMENDATION: It would be an advantage to the student to have done Metalwork at a Junior level and 
an interest in engineering trades.

STATUS:  AUTHORITY REGISTERED SUBJECT
QCE:   4 CREDIT POINTS AVAILABLE
OP:   DOES NOT CONTRIBUTE
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INDUSTRIAL TECHNOLOGY & DESIGN
FURNISHING SKILLS

WHAT WILL STUDENTS DO?
• use current industry practices and production   
 processes to solve problems or complete tasks in  
 a workshop environment
• work with different materials, tools, equipment  
 and machinery in preparation for further   
 employment in the furnishing trades
• CNC routering

WHY STUDY THIS SUBJECT? 
The study of Furnishing Skills provides students with 
opportunities to:
• foster an interest in the Furnishing trades
• complete practical and skills based activities
• enhance basic and advanced woodworking skills
• use of current industry practices and production  
 processes to solve problems
• build personal confidence and positive self-  
 image
• develop decision making and commitment skills

ASSESSMENT:
• Practical demonstrations consisting of a product  
 component with annotated photographs of   
 evidence of production skills and procedures
• Projects consisting of a product component and  
 Individual portfolio documenting industry   
 practices and production processes

COURSE OUTLINE:
SEMESTER 1 The Furnishing industry introduction   
  and safety – practical demonstration:   
  animal shape massager 
  Furnishing industry production   
  processes and product quality -   
  project: ute tool box 
SEMESTER 2     The Furnishing industry: producing   
  quality products – practical    
  demonstration: carry all 
  Furnishing enterprise: working   
  collaboratively and cooperatively –   
  project: bedside cabinet 
SEMESTER 3 Effective communication within the   
  Furnishing industry - project: towel rack
  The Furnishing industry: meeting client  
  expectations – project: dart cabinet
SEMESTER 4    Furnishing industry: using wood   
  turning processes to manufacture   
  quality products – practical    
  demonstration: pepper grinder
  Manufacturing enterprise: furniture   
  for the indoors - project: entertainment  
  unit 

RECOMMENDATION:  It would be an advantage to the student to have done Woodwork at a Junior level 
and an interest in the furnishing trades.

STATUS:  AUTHORITY REGISTERED SUBJECT
QCE:   4 CREDIT POINTS AVAILABLE
OP:   DOES NOT CONTRIBUTE
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ENGLISH
ENGLISH

TOPICS COVERED:
The course comprises four semesters of study. Presently 
these units include: 
• The short story
• The study of Australian Identity through literary  
 and non-literary texts
• In depth novel studies that examine themes   
 relevant to society today
• Popular Culture and the legacies left behind by  
 generations
• An exploration of conscience through novels   
 and Shakespeare
• A movie study that examines how society is   
 reflected back to us in literature and movies

ASSESSMENT:
In response to the study of language, literature and 
media students will produce work from a range of 
genres including:
• public speaking
• dramatic monologues
• analytical essays
• creative writing 
• feature articles.

These tasks will be assessed under a range of conditions 
including exams and assignment work. It should be 
noted that in order to successfully exit from English, 
students must achieve sound levels of achievement in 
both oral and written assessment tasks.

WHY STUDY ENGLISH??
The subject English focuses on the study of language 
and texts. There is a focus on students developing their 
understanding of English and how it is used to convey 
meaning in a variety of contexts and for a variety of 
audiences. The study of English is underpinned by a 
growing awareness and understanding of how texts can 
convey and transform social and cultural perspectives.  

It is an undisputable requirement that students engage 
with a large variety of literary texts – a minimum of 15 
– and non-literary texts – a minimum of 5 – in order to 
develop critical language skills to convey understanding 
of how texts reflect or challenge cultural and social 
perspectives while also developing a sense of cultural 
heritage encapsulated in those texts and authors which 
are highly valued by our society. 

Overall, English is the study of language which is one of 
the central aspects of life in all cultures. The subject aims 
to develop the full potential of each student in the areas 
of reading, writing, listening, speaking and viewing. 
The study of English promotes and assists students to 
develop independence, critical thought and initiative 
through competence in writing and speaking in a variety 
of situations and for a variety of purposes.

As well as being a requirement for tertiary study, many 
employers require a prospective employee to have a 
sound level of achievement at Year 12 Exit level. In order 
to successfully complete the Senior English course, 
prospective students should be aware that they must 
pass both written and spoken components of the 
program.  

STATUS:  AUTHORITY SUBJECT
QCE:   4 CREDIT POINTS AVAILABLE
OP:   CONTRIBUTES
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ENGLISH
ENGLISH FOR ESL

WHY STUDY THIS SUBJECT?
Students who study this course will gain explicit teaching in listening, speaking, reading and writing skills necessary to 
participate in communities where English is used. 

English for ESL provides students with:
• Tuition in the knowledge and skills required for English language learners to become competent users of written and  
 spoken English in a variety of contexts
• Higher order functional competence in English language situations
• A tailored course that meets the structural and grammatical requirements for the academic English required in tertiary  
 studies
• Access to cultural thought processes in Western language and literature

English for ESL students will produce:
• Written texts – expositions, persuasive texts, creative and reflective texts
• Spoken texts – expository, imaginative, reflective and persuasive 
• Multimodal texts – persuasive

COURSE OUTLINE

RECOMMENDATION:  English for ESL learners is a course designed specifically for students who do not have 
English as their first language. 

STATUS:  AUTHORITY SUBJECT
QCE:   4 CREDIT POINTS AVAILABLE
OP:   CONTRIBUTES
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ENGLISH
ENGLISH COMMUNICATIONS

WHY STUDY THIS SUBJECT?
English Communication is an English-based subject designed to assist students in Years 11 and 12 to improve their potential for 
effective participation in fundamental life roles i.e. those related to work, community and leisure.  These three areas provide the 
basis of the three strand approach to studies in English Communication.

Students work to develop abilities to compose and comprehend English language texts which:

• are related to workplace situations/activities
• provide information and opinion on matters of community and national interest e.g. newspapers, magazines,   
 documentaries, non-fictional prose
• provide enjoyment e.g. film, television, radio, drama, prose fiction and biographies, magazines, song lyrics and poetry

WORK STRAND
In the work strand, students develop an understanding of and practical experience in a range of 
workplace communications; from simple, routine requirements to more complex interactions involved 
in job seeking, working together in teams, dealing with clients and making presentations to specified 
audiences.

PREREQUISITES:  No prerequisites required.

STATUS:  AUTHORITY REGISTERED SUBJECT
QCE:   4 CREDIT POINTS POSSIBLE
OP:   DOES NOT CONTRIBUTE

COMMUNITY STRAND
This strand includes issues of local and national significance drawn from the mass media.  It deals with the 
importance of the media in shaping opinion, with advertising, and the associated skills of analysing and 
organising information and presenting in appropriate forms.

LEISURE STRAND
This strand affords students the opportunity to study and respond to language as used in literature, 
magazines, drama, film and the range of entertainments offered on television and radio.

ASSESSMENT
In English Communication 50% - 70% of the tasks contributing to summative assessment are predomi-
nantly spoken and 30% - 50% predominantly written.
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ENGLISH
ENGLISH EXTENSION - YEAR 12 ONLY

TOPICS COVERED?
English Extension (Literature) is comprised of three units. 
The units progress with increasing complexity through 
traditional and contemporary theoretical approaches:

1.  Approaches to reading and literary theory. How 
do I read? – an introduction to literary theory and the 
associated reading practices
2.  Rewriting text: A complex transformation and 
defence – an exploration of how rewriting is rereading. 
Literature: past into the present – an exploration of how 
narratives enable ideologies to be foregrounded and 
how texts act as symbolic resources across cultures and 
times
3.  How do theoretical to reading complement one 
another or clash in producing close readings of literacy 
texts

Much of the reading of fiction is student-directed, 
though a range of traditional, contemporary and non-
print texts is explored as a class.

ASSESSMENT:
Assessment is all assignment based. Task lengths are 
in the 10 – 15 minute range for spoken and 1500-3000 
words for the written assignments.

WHY STUDY THIS SUBJECT?
English Extension (Literature) further develops students’ understandings of how language is affected by us as text 
decoders and text creators. It focuses on four approaches to reading: the reader-centred approach, the author-
centred approach, the text-centred approach and the world context-centred approach. In each of these, the four 
different components influence the reader to gain multiple meanings from one text.

Through the study of different theories and with a strong philosophical emphasis, students learn to use different 
reading practices and examine the ways that literature can be read. They manipulate their own texts to foreground 
different ideologies 

The subject encourages an aesthetic enjoyment of reading and an appreciation of literary heritages and cultural 
diversity through analytical, critical and creative responses to texts.

English Extension (Literature) is recommended for students who wish to further their studies in language and those 
who have an interest in philosophy. It is highly recommended that students have achieved at a VHA level in Year 11 
English.

RECOMMENDATION:  Year 11 English: Very High Achievement (preferable) or High Achievement with  
strength in written analytical genres.

This subject is studied in parallel with English at Year 12 only. Most students change from another subject at 
the end of Year 11. Normally the classes take place from 7.30am to 8.30am, five mornings of the week or at a 
time agreed upon by the teacher and students. Its partial or complete inclusion in the rest of the timetable 
is under consideration, dependent on numbers in a given year.

STATUS:  AUTHORITY SUBJECT
QCE:   4 CREDIT POINTS AVAILABLE
OP:   CONTRIBUTES
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PERFORMING ARTS
DRAMA

WHAT WILL STUDENTS DO?
• Attend the Pilbeam Theatre to view local performances
• Work with theatrical aspects of theatre production (lighting, design etc.)
• Learn from visiting theatre companies (e.g. Queensland Theatre, Shake and Stir, Circus Oz)
• Perform in front of live audiences

WHY STUDY THIS SUBJECT? 
The study of Drama provides students with a range 
of skills transferrable to a variety of future pathways. 
Students are able to:
• Build personal confidence and positive self-  
 image
• Manage the interpersonal and intrapersonal   
 skills required to work effectively both    
 individually and in groups
• Learn to be an innovative thinker
• Become adept at communicating
• Engage in learning experiences that integrate   
 oral, kinaesthetic and visual communication to   
 create aesthetic and artistic meaning

ASSESSMENT:
• Forming: Script writing and directing
• Presenting: Performance
• Responding: Analytical Essay

COURSE OUTLINE:
SEMESTER 1   Realism  
   Physical Theatre   
SEMESTER 2  Australian Gothic Theatre
   Contemporary Eclectic Theatre 
SEMESTER 3  Elizabethan Theatre 
   Political Theatre   
SEMESTER 4  Non-Realist and Surrealist   
   Theatre
   Theatre of the Absurd

RECOMMENDATION:  Minimum: C in Year 10 English, C in Year 9 or 10 Drama (or other Performing Arts 
Subject)

STATUS:  AUTHORITY SUBJECT
QCE:   4 CREDIT POINTS AVAILABLE
OP:   CONTRIBUTES
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PERFORMING ARTS

MUSIC

WHAT WILL STUDENTS DO?
• Develop a deepened understanding and use of music concepts and languages
• Create, shape and refine musical ideas through composition
• Perform on their chosen instruments (including voice) both as soloists and ensemble members 

WHY STUDY THIS SUBJECT? 
Music is a unique art form that uses sound and silence 
as a means of personal expression. The study of Music 
provides students with opportunities to:
• Explore values, emotion, imagination and   
 intellect
• Understand the significant place of music in the  
 everyday life of all cultures and societies
• Develop their practical and creative potential,   
 which contributes to the development of   
 aesthetic, cognitive, psychomotor and affective  
 domains.
• Become creative and adaptable thinkers and   
 problem solvers
• Build self-esteem, personal motivation and   
 independence

ASSESSMENT:
• Composition: Composing in a particular genre
• Musicology: Written assignments
• Performance: Performing a variety of repertoire  
 from different genres (on your chosen    
 instrument)

COURSE OUTLINE:
SEMESTER 1  Classical Music 
   Jazz Music    
SEMESTER 2  Musical Theatre    
   Rock Around the Clock   
SEMESTER 3  World Music 
   Music of the Spirit   
SEMESTER 4  Music for Film    
   Music for Entertainment

RECOMMENDATION:  Minimum: C in Year 10 English, C in Year 9 or 10 Music (or other Performing Arts 
Subject)

STATUS:  AUTHORITY SUBJECT
QCE:   4 CREDIT POINTS AVAILABLE
OP:   CONTRIBUTES
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BUSINESS COMMUNICATION & TECHNOLOGIES

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY & 
BUSINESS

WHAT WILL STUDENTS DO?
• utilise ICTs to present information
• analyse case studies
• apply theoretical concepts to practical aspects of  
 businesses

WHY STUDY THIS SUBJECT? 
The study of Business Communication and Technologies 
provides students with opportunities to:
• engage in and understand a range of business 
administrative practices through real-life situations and 
simulations; and
• think critically about the role and ethical 
responsibilities of business in society

ASSESSMENT:
• Examinations
• Extended responses

COURSE OUTLINE:
The course is designed to provide a foundation in the 
study of business. Each topic of study will be taught 
within a business context.

SEMESTER 1  Workplace health safety,   
   sustainability 
   Managing people
 
SEMESTER 2  Business environments
   Industrial relations
       
SEMESTER 3  International business 
   Organisation and work teams 
      
SEMESTER 4  Social media
   Managing workplace    
   information

RECOMMENDATION:  Minimum: C in Year 10 English

STATUS:  AUTHORITY SUBJECT
QCE:   4 CREDIT POINTS AVAILABLE
OP:   CONTRIBUTES
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LEGAL STUDIES

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY & 
BUSINESS

WHAT WILL STUDENTS DO?
• become familiar with statute and common law
• analyse current and precedent cases
• interpret statistics
• study topical legal issues

WHY STUDY THIS SUBJECT? 
The study of Legal Studies provides students with 
opportunities to:
• explore how to become an active and informed 
citizen and learn how to constructively question and 
contribute to the improvement of laws and legal 
processes;
• develop knowledge and understanding of the 
frameworks which regulate and shape our society; 
• develop confidence in approaching and 
accessing the Australian legal system; and
• appreciate the relationship between social and 
legal structures.

ASSESSMENT:
• Examination
• Extended response

COURSE OUTLINE:
The course is about developing an understanding of 
the Australian legal system and how it affects your basic 
rights, obligations and responsibilities.

SEMESTER 1  The legal system
   Criminal law 

SEMESTER 2  Criminal law 
   Introduction to civil obligations
        
SEMESTER 3  Sport and the law
   Technology and the law
   Independent Inquiry
      
SEMESTER 4  Family and the law
   Indigenous Australians and the  
   law

The focus area ‘Human rights’ is integrated throughout 
the two-year course of study.

RECOMMENDATION:  Minimum: C in Year 10 English

STATUS:  AUTHORITY SUBJECT
QCE:   4 CREDIT POINTS AVAILABLE
OP:   CONTRIBUTES
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ACCOUNTING

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY & 
BUSINESS

WHAT WILL STUDENTS DO?
• use accounting procedures consistent with the 
practices of professional bodies
• use ICTs to enable them to apply the accounting 
process in business
• utilise accounting software packages

WHY STUDY THIS SUBJECT? 
The study of Accounting provides students with 
opportunities to:
• understand the processes involved in generating, 
recording, classifying, analysing, interpreting and 
recording accounting information as a basis for planning, 
control and effective decision making;
• think logically and to apply accounting principles 
in a consistent and effective manner; and
• to be become independent learners.

ASSESSMENT:
• Supervised written (examinations)
• Extended responses (assignments)
• Multimodal Presentations

COURSE OUTLINE:
The course is designed for students who have an interest 
in business studies and in the management of financial 
resources. It will provide a foundation in the discipline of 
Accounting.

SEMESTER 1 CS1 Core Studies 1 
  ES5 Accounting for non-current assets
  ES6 Internal controls

SEMESTER 2 CS4 Budgeting
  CS2 Core Studies 2

SEMESTER 3 CS3 Integrated accounting package
  ES9 Analysis of financial reports
  ES11 Cash flow statements 

SEMESTER 4 ES2 Accounting for cash
  ES4 Accounting for inventories
  ES6 Internal controls    
  ES10 Managerial decision making 

RECOMMENDATION: Minimum: C in Year 10 Mathematics
   Practical Bookkeeping in Year 10 is an advantage

STATUS:  AUTHORITY SUBJECT
QCE:   4 CREDIT POINTS AVAILABLE
OP:   CONTRIBUTES
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INFORMATION & COMMUNICATION TECHNOLOGY

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY & 
BUSINESS

WHAT WILL STUDENTS DO?
• create an animation using Lego
• create a game
• create videos 
• create animated banners
• create advertisements
• create websites

WHY STUDY THIS SUBJECT? 
The study of Information & Communication Technology 
provides students with opportunities to:
• problem solve
• utilise software
• work in teams
• evaluate websites

ASSESSMENT:
• Extended response to stimulus
• Projects

COURSE OUTLINE:
The course is about applying knowledge of ICT to 
produce solutions to simulated problems referenced to 
business, industry, government, education and leisure 
contexts. 

SEMESTER 1 Animation 
  Digital imaging and modelling
  Document production
SEMESTER 2 Application development
  Document production
  Website production
  Audio and video production
  Online communication
SEMESTER 3 Online communication 
  Document production
  Animation
  Digital imaging and modelling
SEMESTER 4 Audio and video production
  Online communication
  Website production
  Document production

RECOMMENDATION:  Minimum: C in Year 10 English
    Software Applications is an advantage

STATUS:  AUTHORITY REGISTERED SUBJECT
QCE:   4 CREDIT POINTS POSSIBLE
OP:   DOES NOT CONTRIBUTE
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INFORMATION PROCESSING AND TECHNOLOGY

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY & 
BUSINESS

WHAT WILL STUDENTS DO?
• retrieve information from databases
• design, implement, test, evaluate and write   
 documentation for information systems   
 and other computer programs
• participate in class discussions
• analyse case studies

WHY STUDY THIS SUBJECT? 
The study of Information Processing and Technology 
provides students with opportunities to:
• solve problems using technology 
• critically evaluate
• construct software programs

ASSESSMENT:
• Examinations
• Extended responses
• Projects

COURSE OUTLINE:
The course involves a study of information systems, 
databases, algorithms, software programming, human–
computer interaction, and the social and ethical issues 
associated with the use of information technology.

SEMESTER 1 Introduction to information systems 
  Information systems – design and   
  queries
  Data privacy and security for all 
SEMESTER 2 Implementing relational information   
  systems
  Investigating knowledge based   
  information systems   
SEMESTER 3 Introductory programming and design 
  Intermediate program design and   
  implementation
  Web security for web businesses
SEMESTER 4 Advanced programming and design
  Advanced program design and    
  implementation

RECOMMENDATION:  Minimum: C in Year 10 English
    Programming is an advantage

STATUS:  AUTHORITY SUBJECT
QCE:   4 CREDIT POINTS AVAILABLE
OP:   CONTRIBUTES
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BUSINESS STUDIES

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY & 
BUSINESS

WHAT WILL STUDENTS DO?
Explore business functions and develop business 
practices required to produce solutions to real life or 
simulated problems.

WHY STUDY THIS SUBJECT? 
The study of Business Studies provides students with 
opportunities to:
• develop practical business knowledge,    
 understanding and skills for use, participation   
 and work in a range of business contexts.

ASSESSMENT:
• Examination
• Extended response to stimulus
• Project

COURSE OUTLINE:
The course is about practical business knowledge. Each 
topic will be contextualised and the core functions of 
working in administration, working with customers, 
working in marketing and working with finance will be 
the basis of each topic.

SEMESTER 1 Workplace health and safety
  Customer service

SEMESTER 2 Social media
  Financial administration 
 
SEMESTER 3 Sporting event  

SEMESTER 4 Computerised accounting
  Work and life balance 

RECOMMENDATION:  Minimum: C in Year 10 English

STATUS:  AUTHORITY REGISTERED SUBJECT
QCE:   4 CREDIT POINTS AVAILABLE
OP:   DOES NOT CONTRIBUTE
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CERTIFICATE III IN BUSINESS

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY & 
BUSINESS

STATUS:  VET SUBJECT CERTIFICATE – EXTERNAL RTO 
QCE:   4 CREDIT POINTS POSSIBLE
OP:   DOES NOT CONTRIBUTE
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STUDY OF RELIGION

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

ASSESSMENT:
Students will be assessed by a variety of techniques, 
including multimodal presentations, extended written 
responses, and response to stimulus tasks.  In each task, 
students are given the opportunity to demonstrate their 
ability in three areas:
• Knowledge and understanding (ability to recall 
explicit information about religion, and comprehend 
and apply information in familiar and unfamiliar 
contexts)
• Evaluative processes (ability to analyse, 
synthesise and evaluate information about religion)
• Research and communication (ability to gather, 
select, sort, organise and present information about 
religion)

WHY STUDY THIS SUBJECT? 
Australian society is rich and diverse, bringing together 
people from many different ethnicities, cultures and 
religious traditions.  Within each culture, religion plays a 
significant role in shaping an individual’s way of looking 
at the world and their place within it.  
By studying a variety of religious traditions, students 
are equipped to move past biased, stereotypical and 
simplistic understandings of other cultures and develop 
the ability to reflect on their own culture, its beliefs and 
values.

COURSE OUTLINE:
While content is an essential element of any subject, 
Study of Religion places emphasis on how to learn, 
not just what to learn.  The subject uses a very specific 
inquiry process which teaches students how to 
formulate ideas, make judgments and reach conclusions.  

These are significant skills which are transferable to any 
number of subjects.  It encourages students to move 
beyond acquisition of facts to the development of ideas 
and concepts.

The students use this inquiry process to examine a range 
of topics including:

• Art and Religion
• Values and Ethics 
• Ultimate Questions 
• Sacred Texts

Each topic is explored in terms of three core 
components: 
1. World Religions
2. Australian Religious Perspectives a
3. The Nature and Significance of Religion

RECOMMENDATION:  At least a Sound level of achievement in English and a High level of achievement in 
Year 10 Religious Education are desired.

STATUS:  AUTHORITY SUBJECT
QCE:   4 CREDIT POINTS AVAILABLE
OP:   CONTRIBUTES

All Year 11 and 12 students at Emmaus College must study a Religion subject, and can choose between the Authority 
subject, Study of Religion, the Authority-Registered subject Religion and Ethics and Certificate III in Christian Ministry 
& Theology, which is a VET subject.
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RELIGION AND ETHICS

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

WHY STUDY THIS SUBJECT? 
Religion & Ethics helps students to know and understand 
the influence that values, belief systems or religious 
traditions have on their own and other people’s 
behaviour.  A search for meaning helps students from 
various backgrounds to learn about and reflect on the 
richness of religious and ethical worldviews.  Religion & 
Ethics encourages students to develop ethical attitudes 
and behaviours required for effective participation in 
the community and to think critically, creatively and 
constructively about their future role in it.

ASSESSMENT:
Assessment in Religion & Ethics is designed to enable 
students to demonstrate achievement in the areas of 
knowledge and understanding, processing skills and 
communication skills.  To determine a student’s level of 
achievement a wide range of tasks is used.  

Assessment techniques may include: 
• response to stimulus materials (written or oral)
• presentations such as artistic
• non-written or other forms of presentations   
 including; collages of images, preparing   
 and presenting a class or school ritual/event or   
 religious service
• objective and short-answer tests

Tasks such as journals, project outcomes or oral or visual 
presentations could be the result of a field study.

COURSE OUTLINE:
Over the two year course, students will study a range of 
topics including: Social Justice, Australian Spirituality, 
Sacred Texts, World Religions, Values and Ethics and Life 
Choices.  Each topic is examined in terms of its personal, 
relational and spiritual significance.

RECOMMENDATION:  Minimum: C in Year 10 English, C in Year 9 or 10 Drama (or other Performing Arts 
Subject)

STATUS:  AUTHORITY REGISTERED SUBJECT
QCE:   4 CREDIT POINTS POSSIBLE
OP:   DOES NOT CONTRIBUTE
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TEXTILE & FOOD TECHNOLOGIES
HOME ECONOMICS

WHAT WILL STUDENTS DO?
• Explore issues and design challenges in the   
 areas of individuals, families and communities;   
 nutrition and food; textiles and fashion.
• Practical work with food and textiles.

WHY STUDY THIS SUBJECT? 
The study of Home Economics provides students with 
opportunities to:
• Discover and further develop their critical and   
 creative capabilities that enhance individual and  
 family wellbeing.
• Develop skills and attributes that may positively  
 impact on their future decisions and actions.
• This content bases that Home Economics   
 draws from include clothing, consumerism,   
 community services, design, families, fashion,   
 food, food science, health, human development,  
 living environments; management, nutrition,   
 and textiles.
• Diversity of this subject makes it appealing to   
 students who may find these areas are    
 important in their future personal and    
 professional lives.

ASSESSMENT:
• Analytical Essay
• Practical Performance
• Exams

COURSE OUTLINE:
SEMESTER 1   Food, Nutrition and People in   
   the 21st Century
SEMESTER 2  Creating and fashioning our   
   future using textiles
SEMESTER 3  Focus on food, health and   
   sustainability  
SEMESTER 4  Families in their living    
   environments. 

RECOMMENDATION:  No prerequisites. Students who have not studied Food or Textile related subjects in 
year 10 can take up this subject in Year 11.

STATUS:  AUTHORITY SUBJECT
QCE:   4 CREDIT POINTS AVAILABLE
OP:   CONTRIBUTES
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TEXTILE & FOOD TECHNOLOGIES
HOSPITALITY PRACTICES

WHAT WILL STUDENTS DO?
• Plan and implement four hospitality events over  
 two years.
• Develop practical skills in the kitchen – food and  
 beverage preparation.
• Focus on developing basic industry skills   
 including both front and back of house service.
• Develop skills relevant to customer trends in the  
 hospitality industry in Australia and around the  
 world.    

WHY STUDY THIS SUBJECT? 
Hospitality Practices is a great starting point for students 
who are interested in working in the food and beverage 
area. Hospitality Practices teaches customer service 
skills which is the basis of nearly every role you would 
undertake as an employee. Having great customer service 
skills will carry you throughout life and it can open up 
many opportunities from part-time jobs in Rockhampton 
to travelling and working overseas after year 12. 

Hospitality Practices teaches the importance of 
teamwork and working with others.  There are many 
and varied job roles available in the hospitality industry 
and it is one of the largest sectors in the modern work 
with enough variety in job roles for any kind of person.  
Hospitality Practices provides opportunities for students 
to participate in food and beverage production, and 
learn about performance and service for customers in 
real-world hospitality contexts.  Students may have the 
opportunity to attend the Sea World H.O.T.E.L. for work 
experience in Years 11 or 12.

ASSESSMENT:
• Written response portfolio
• Practical Performance-events
• Exams

COURSE OUTLINE:
SEMESTER 1   A Chef’s Tour    
SEMESTER 2  Casual Dining   
SEMESTER 3  Responding to Cultures   
SEMESTER 4  Celebrations 

RECOMMENDATION:  Students who are interested in developing skills and knowledge related to working 
in the food and beverage sector of the Hospitality Industry would benefit from this subject. 

STATUS:  AUTHORITY REGISTERED SUBJECT
QCE:   4 CREDIT POINTS POSSIBLE
OP:   DOES NOT CONTRIBUTE
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TEXTILE & FOOD TECHNOLOGIES
CERTIFICATE III IN EARLY CHILDHOOD 
EDUCATION AND CARE

WHAT WILL STUDENTS DO?
• Work through the modules during class time.
• Attend four work placements weeks (two in Year  
 11 and two in Year 12).

WHY STUDY THIS SUBJECT? 
The study of Certificate III in Early Childhood Education 
and Care provides students with opportunities to:
• Work within the childcare industry including but  
 not limited to: Child care centre; Kindergartens, 
 Prep –Yrs 1 – 2; Nanny, Baby-sitting, Family Day   
 Care.

ASSESSMENT:
• Minimum of 120 hours of practical assessment
• Completion of 17 modules
• Completion of First Aid Certificate

COURSE OUTLINE:
Students will undertake a Certificate III in Early 
Childhood Education and Care by successfully 
completing 18 units of competency over the course 
of four semesters as well as practical experience and 
assessment.
 
SEMESTER 1  Participate in Workplace Safety 
   Identify and respond to children
   Culture Cluster 
SEMESTER 2  Legal and Ethical
   Development Cluster
SEMESTER 3  Cave Cluster 
SEMESTER 4  Use EYLF
   Positive relationships
   First Aid
   Holistic Approach

RECOMMENDATION:  Competent in Year 10 Literacy, Numeracy and Language. Students take this course 
must have a keen interest in working with young children.

STATUS:  VET SUBJECT CERTIFICATE
QCE:   8 CREDIT POINTS POSSIBLE
OP:   DOES NOT CONTRIBUTE
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VISUAL ART
VISUAL ART

STATUS:  AUTHORITY SUBJECT
QCE:   4 CREDIT POINTS AVAILABLE
OP:   CONTRIBUTES

RECOMMENDATION: Visual Art in Years 8, 9 and 10

WHAT WILL STUDENTS DO?
• Making: students define and solve visual 
problems by using language and expression, 
experimenting and applying media to communicate 
thoughts, feelings, ideas, experiences and observations.
• Appraising:  students investigate artistic 
expression and critically analyse artworks within diverse 
contexts.

WHY STUDY THIS SUBJECT? 
The study of Visual Art provides students with 
opportunities to:
• Know and understand how meanings are   
 constructed
• Make meaning of images and objects
• Seek creative solutions to complex design   
 problems
• Think divergently
• Apply knowledge and understanding to become  
 a critical consumer and/or producer of artworks

ASSESSMENT:
• Written assignments
• Folios of Practical work
• Bodies of work completed in chosen electives
• Visual Journal containing experiments,    
 classwork, media exploration, design thoughts   
 etc.

COURSE OUTLINE:
SEMESTER 1  Figurative Desires -- Print-  
   making/Digital studies
   Artistic Voice – 2D Studies –   
   Drawing/Painting /Collage
SEMESTER 2  The Sublime – 3D Studies -   
   Sculpture
   Surfaces & Form – Own choice of  
   material 
SEMESTER 3  Who are we? – Own choice of   
   material
SEMESTER 4  Where are we going? – own   
   choice of material
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VISUAL ARTS IN PRACTICE

VISUAL ART

WHAT WILL STUDENTS DO?
• Visual Art (drawing, painting, sculpture, printing)
• Arts and Crafts (mosaics, wind chimes, candle making)
• Fibre Arts (kites, lamps & tie-dying)

WHY STUDY ART AND DESIGN?
• The study of Visual Arts in Practice provides   
 students with opportunities to:
• Foster an interest in the Arts
• Complete practical and skills based activities
• build personal confidence and positive self-  
 image
• develop group decision making and    
 commitment skills
• develop negotiation and promotion skills

ASSESSMENT
• Practical Folios
• Visual Journals

STATUS:  AUTHORITY REGISTERED SUBJECT
QCE:   4 CREDIT POINTS POSSIBLE
OP:   DOES NOT CONTRIBUTE

RECOMMENDATION: An interest in Art

COURSE OUTLINE:
SEMESTER 1 Paint My World – 2D media 
SEMESTER 2 Print My World – Printing media
SEMESTER 3 A Journey of Vessels – Ceramics
SEMESTER 4 Promote my World – Digital media
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SOSEL
GEOGRAPHY

WHAT WILL STUDENTS DO?
• Physical Studies in Geography
• Studies in Urban and Rural Geography
• The Geography of Disease and Feeding the   
 World’s People
• Living with Climate Change and Sustaining   
 Biodiversity

WHY STUDY THIS SUBJECT? 
Geography is a study of the geographical patterns 
and processes that occur on this earth.  Because of the 
practical value of understanding the physical world, 
students should develop a balanced appreciation of the 
effect of humanity on the earth.

As a Social Science, Geography offers an outlook on life 
that will enable students to examine the world from a 
different point of view.  It should therefore allow them to 
contribute to society through greater understanding of 
the many facets of humanity’s interaction with the land.

ASSESSMENT:
• Short Response Tasks 
• Essays 
• Practical Exercises 
• Field Reports

COURSE OUTLINE:
Theme 1 Managing the Natural Environment – Physical 
Geography
Theme 2 Social Environments – Social Geography
Theme 3 People and Development – Cultural Geography
Theme 4 Resources and Environment – Conservation 
Geography

RECOMMENDATION: A Sound level of achievement in English is recommended.

STATUS:  AUTHORITY SUBJECT
QCE:   4 CREDIT POINTS
OP:   CONTRIBUTES

EXTERNAL LINKS:
• What is Geography? 
• Geography; what is it for?
• Geography – right here, right now! 
• Why should I care about Geography?
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SOSEL
JAPANESE

WHAT WILL STUDENTS DO?
The year 11 program has a balance of cultural and 
language activities. There is a particular focus on 
learning kanji and language that enables students to 
describe themselves and others, and to ask and answer 
basic conversational questions that will be used in a real 
life situations.  
Classroom activities challenge students to consider and 
research traditions and unique characteristics of the 
Japanese culture

EXTERNAL LINKS: 
• Why learn a Japanese language? 
• Japan where tradition meets the future

ASSESSMENT:
• Speaking
• Reading Test
• Writing  Assignment
• Listening Test

TOPICS COVERED:
• Student Exchange 
• Environment
• Leisure and Recreation
• Celebrations in Japan

RECOMMENDATION: A sound level of achievement in Japanese in middle school and an interest in learning 
a foreign language.

STATUS:  AUTHORITY SUBJECT
QCE:   4 CREDIT POINTS AVAILABLE
OP:   CONTRIBUTES



55

SOSEL
TOURISM

WHAT WILL STUDENTS DO?
• Introduction to Tourism  
• Tailoring the travel experience  
• Australian Destinations and Attractions  
• Cultural Awareness and Languages

WHY STUDY THIS SUBJECT? 
Tourism has become the world’s biggest industry and 
its potential impact on societies and their economic and 
ecological future is enormous.  The tourism industry is one 
of Australia’s fastest growing industries.  It has assumed 
increasing importance in Australian society as a source of 
expanding employment opportunities in related tourism 
sectors of travel, hospitality and visitor services.  

The tourism industry provides the context for students 
to understand the industry’s workplace culture and 
practices, and to develop the skills, processes and 
attitudes crucial for making valid decisions about career 
pathways.

ASSESSMENT:
• written responses
• written tests
• oral multimodal presentations
• field trip reports

COURSE OUTLINE:
The four core study areas are: 
1. Global Tourism
2. The Nature of Tourism
3. Tourism Information
4. Tourism as a Business  

These core study areas are integrated across the two-
year program of study.

RECOMMENDATION: No prerequisites required.

STATUS:  AUTHORITY REGISTERED SUBJECT
QCE:   4 CREDIT POINTS POSSIBLE
OP:   DOES NOT CONTRIBUTE

EXTERNAL LINK:
Australian Tourism Promotion goes viral around the 
world!  
Have you got what it takes to be part of this adventure? 
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SOSEL
MODERN HISTORY 

WHAT WILL STUDENTS DO?
• The History of Ideas and Beliefs – Nationalism   
 and Imperialism
• Studies of power: Power and the Nazis, the   
 Frontier in Australia, The Vietnam Wars,    
 What Makes a Person Powerful?  
• National History – China
• Studies of Conflict – Genocide in the 20th   
 Century
• Studies of Hope – Anti-discrimination    
 Movements

WHY STUDY THIS SUBJECT? 
Why is our world in conflict today?  

Can the individual make a difference?  

In order to understand our own society we need to look 
to the recent past. Modern History is about change and 
how past events affect our future. 

It looks at peoples over time, past and present, in 
different societies, explaining their attitudes, beliefs and 
behaviours and interpreting their reactions to various 
conditions and events.

See http://alphahistory.com/why-study-history/ for a 
more detailed explanation of what History can offer as a 
subject

ASSESSMENT:
• Extended written response to historical evidence  
• Written research task  
• Multimodal presentations    
• Essay tests responding to stimulus

COURSE OUTLINE:
The course is structured around a number of different 
themes. Some themes may run for a few weeks, a term 
or a semester. Within each theme a number of specific 
inquiry topics will be investigated. 

RECOMMENDATION: At least a sound level of achievement in Year 10 English is desired, as a major part of 
the work involves reading and writing.

STATUS:  AUTHORITY SUBJECT
QCE:   4 CREDIT POINTS AVAILABLE
OP:   CONTRIBUTES
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SOSE
ANCIENT HISTORY

WHAT WILL STUDENTS DO?
• Studies of Everyday Lives in Ancient Societies
• Studies of Funerary Practices:  Egyptian   
 Mummification
• Studies of Changing Practices in Society &   
 Government in the Greek World:  Greek   
 Democracy
• Studies of Religion: Roman Religion and Roman  
 Mythology
• Studies of Power: Development of the Roman   
 Republic
• Personalities in History

WHY STUDY THIS SUBJECT? 
Ancient History provides an intriguing insight into the 
lives of our distant ancestors. It can open up a whole 
world of interesting people, places and events that 
could provide the basis for lifelong interest. Through the 
study of Ancient History, we can understand how the 
modern world has been influenced by people and their 
achievements from the distant past. 
Through studying Ancient History, students learn 
analytical, research and problem solving skills, gain a 
critical understanding of values, identify changes and 
continuities and develop effective communication skills.

ASSESSMENT:
• Extended written response to historical evidence   
• Written research task  
• Multimodal presentations   
• Other test formats including short answer   
 content tests

COURSE OUTLINE:
The course will be structured around a number of 
different themes. Some themes may run for a few weeks, 
a term or a semester. Within each theme a number of 
specific inquiry topics will be investigated. For example, 
the Trojan Wars could be a possible inquiry topic 
included in the Studies of Conflict theme.

RECOMMENDATION: A sound level of achievement in English is desired, as a major part of the work involves 
reading and writing. Studying History in Year 10 is not required but could be useful.

STATUS:  AUTHORITY SUBJECT
QCE:   4 CREDIT POINTS AVAILABLE
OP:   CONTRIBUTES
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JOBS FOR THE FUTURE

THE NEW WORK MINDSET:

MY FUTURE OCCUPATION VIDEOS:

AUSTRALIAN GOVERNMENT BULLSEYE POSTERS:

MY FUTURE AUSTRALIA VIDEOS:

https://www.fya.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2016/11/The-New-Work-Mindset.pdf

https://docs.education.gov.au/collections/a4-colour-bullseye-posters

THE BELOW LINKS PROVIDE ADDITIONAL INFORMATION IN RELATION TO JOBS 
IN THE FUTURE:

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLJ3l58AdlKDDrER65YqpIMeN6RTmdxLeY

MY FUTURE CAREERS BULLEYES:
https://www.myfuture.edu.au/bullseyes

https://www.youtube.com/user/myfutureAustralia
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VET SUBJECTS

CERTIFICATE III IN BUSINESS
STATUS:  VET SUBJECT CERTIFICATE – EXTERNAL RTO 
QCE:   4 CREDIT POINTS POSSIBLE
OP:   DOES NOT CONTRIBUTE
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CERTIFICATE III IN ALLIED HEALTH ASSISTANCE



61

CERTIFICATE III IN ALLIED HEALTH ASSISTANCE
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CERTIFICATE III IN FITNESS
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CERTIFICATE III IN FITNESS
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CERTIFICATE III IN FITNESS
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CERTIFICATE III IN FITNESS



CERTIFICATE III IN FITNESS
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CERTIFICATE III IN EARLY CHILDHOOD 
EDUCATION AND CARE

WHAT WILL STUDENTS DO?
• Work through the modules during class time.
• Attend four work placements weeks (two in Year  
 11 and two in Year 12).

WHY STUDY THIS SUBJECT? 
The study of Certificate III in Early Childhood Education 
and Care provides students with opportunities to:
• Work within the childcare industry including but  
 not limited to: Child care centre; Kindergartens, 
 Prep –Yrs 1 – 2; Nanny, Baby-sitting, Family Day   
 Care.

ASSESSMENT:
• Minimum of 120 hours of practical assessment
• Completion of 17 modules
• Completion of First Aid Certificate

COURSE OUTLINE:
Students will undertake a Certificate III in Early 
Childhood Education and Care by successfully 
completing 18 units of competency over the course 
of four semesters as well as practical experience and 
assessment.
 
SEMESTER 1  Participate in Workplace Safety 
   Identify and respond to children
   Culture Cluster 
SEMESTER 2  Legal and Ethical
   Development Cluster
SEMESTER 3  Cave Cluster 
SEMESTER 4  Use EYLF
   Positive relationships
   First Aid
   Holistic Approach

RECOMMENDATION:  Competent in Year 10 Literacy, Numeracy and Language. Students take this course 
must have a keen interest in working with young children.

STATUS:  VET SUBJECT CERTIFICATE
QCE:   8 CREDIT POINTS POSSIBLE
OP:   DOES NOT CONTRIBUTE
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