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FROM THE PRINCIPAL
To all in our Emmaus Community, welcome
to the 2016 school year!

I am delighted to be greeting you all in my
first newsletter as principal of Emmaus
College. For the past eleven years I have
held the role of principal at St Patrick’s
College in Mackay, a college for Year 11

and 12 students and I am excited to once again be amongst so
many young people across such a diverse age range!

School communities are vibrant environments and I believe
all of us who contribute to the growth of our young people
are ‘magic weavers’. We are charged with guiding our young
people in such a crucial period of their lives, and are privileged
to be able to make a real difference through our interactions
with them.

According to Sir John James a ‘magic weaver’ believes that:

These are qualities that transcend our College community of
care of parents and staff. Young people encounter such a wide
range of people and personalities in their school years and
the above qualities are a great framework by which we can
ensure we have a positive effect on our young people through
our interactions with them. I encourage you to take a moment
and think how you can weave your own ‘magic’ and make our
Emmaus community a place where magic does happen.

There a number of events that have taken place this week, and
that are still to come this term. I have been overwhelmed by the
welcoming nature of the Emmaus community so far and I look
forward to meeting you all throughout 2016 and beyond.

• A person has to know, understand, be passionate about
and live their moral purpose.

• All people are of equal worth and the most important
person is standing in front of you now.

• We are not here just to teach a subject but to teach the
love of a subject.

• Attitude is the key and is always a personal choice.

• Children will forget what we made them think, but never
how we made them feel.

• True learning and living exists in the world of development
and risk, at the edge of your comfort zone.

• The biggest influence on another’s behaviour is my
behaviour.

• The problem is the problem, not the child. Our mental
model of that child may be the barrier to their success.

• Those who need our support the most will probably
deserve it the least.

• Students will be smart enough if we are good enough.
Never throw away your L-plates!
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Commencement of Lent next week

The liturgical season of Lent begins with Ash Wednesday next
week. It is preceded by Shrove Tuesday, sometimes referred to
as Mardi Gras (which literally means “Fat Tuesday”), Carnivale
(farewell to meat) or Pancake Tuesday. Shrove Tuesday in
Catholic Christian tradition was the day before the Lenten
season of fasting and abstinence leading up to the Easter
celebrations. Because they would be fasting and abstaining
from meat products households would empty their cupboards
and feast up on the last day prior to Lent beginning.

In 2016 Pope Francis tells us:

The season of Lent during this Jubilee Year should be
lived more intensely as a privileged moment to celebrate
and experience God’s mercy. The readings are from the
Gospel of Luke; the ‘gospel of mercy’. On the Fourth
Sunday the reading is the parable of the two sons, the
third of the ‘lost and found parables’ (Luke 15:1-32). In
these parables we find the core of the Gospel. (9, 17)

- Pope Francis (The Face of Mercy, Misericordiae Vultus)

At Emmaus next week we will celebrate Pancake Tuesday with
pancake making activities. Ash Wednesday will be celebrated
with a liturgy on each campus.

Readings at Mass this Sunday (5th Sunday in
Ordinary Time)

First Reading Isaiah 6:1-2, 3-8 “…whom shall I send?”
Psalm Psalm 137:1-5, 7-8 “In the sight of the angels I
will sing your praises, Lord”
Second Reading 1 Corinthians 15:1-11 “Brothers, I
want to remind you of the gospel I preached to you…”
Gospel Luke 5:1-11 “…do not be afraid; from now on it
is men you will catch…”

Opening Prayer Assembly

This week we celebrated the opening of the school year with an
Opening Prayer Assembly on Tuesday morning in the Emmaus
Hall. This was a gathering to bring the entire student and staff
body together for the first time in 2016. It was our chance to
welcome all new students and staff to Emmaus, and recognise
our Student Leaders for the year. There are nearly 300 students
who are new to Emmaus in 2016 either in Year 7 or across the
other Year Levels. New members of staff were also welcomed:

Emily Alley - teacher
Peter Buchanan - teacher

Amy Curran – teacher
Rebecca Eyles - teacher

Melissa Grob – administration, Yaamba Road
Tegan Kelloway - teacher
Lynda Nicholson - librarian

Philippa Rea – teacher
Denise Ball -teacher assistant

Sharon Reynolds – library assistant
Danielle Sloper – Japanese teacher

Niamh Timlin – teacher
Amelia Ogg – teacher

Rhianne Goltz – teacher

Eric Burger – teacher
William Oates – teacher

Also making the event special was the attendance of our
chaplain, Fr Don White; Father Noel Milner; Ms Leesa Jeffcoat,
Diocesan Director of Education; Mr Craig Fairbairn, Assistant
to the Director – Schools; Ms Coral Way, Diocesan Indigenous
Education Co-ordinator; Mrs Helen Dean and Mr Alan Barker,
principals of St Anthony’s and St Joseph’s primary Schools;
Rockhampton Regional Council’s Cr Rose Swadling; and Mrs
Kathy Hanschen, President of the Parents and Friends
Association.

Welcoming BBQ

Also on Tuesday our Parents and Friends Association hosted
the Welcoming BBQ for families and students in Years 7-11.
There was a great turnout from families, as well as Emmaus
staff, for which I am thankful. Our P&F as well as our tuckshop
staff and some generous parents and Year 12 students did a
great job in putting on the BBQ and making those new to the
College feel welcome.

Thank you also to our various Heads of Year and associated
tutors who facilitated information sessions, I do hope those who
attended learnt a little more about the College, its staff and the
layout of the school.

Academic Assembly

Today, we celebrated the academic achievements of students
from 2015. These awards are for overall achievement across
the range of subjects studied last year rather than individual
subject awards.

Congratulations to all students who have received awards. Our
hope is that every student at Emmaus will strive for a merit
or excellence award and that every student will, at some point
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in their time at Emmaus achieve an “A” for a subject. This
would lead to them receiving an award at our end of year
academic presentation evening which is based on individual
subject achievement levels. Congratulations to these students
on their efforts in 2015.

Year 12 Commissioning Ceremony

Tomorrow evening we will conduct our annual Year 12
Commissioning Ceremony in the Emmaus Hall commencing at
5.30pm. This special event is for both our Year 12 students
and their families as the students enter their final, and most
important, year of schooling. All parents and families of Year
12 students are very warmly invited to attend and it is parents/
carers of the students who will be invited to present the senior
badge to the students.

Congratulations to long serving staff members

At the regional opening Mass for staff from all Catholic Schools
and agencies in the Rockhampton region, three of our staff
members were recognised for their service to Catholic
Education in the Diocese.

Mr Barry Cassidy (40 years), Mr Ron Howell (30 years) and
Mrs Rhondda Rasmussen (30 Years) were presented with
commemorative plaques by Director of the Diocesan Catholic
Education Office Miss Leesa Jeffcoat and Father Bryan Hanifin.
Emmaus is privileged to have such dedicated and experienced
individuals on our staff, thank you and congratulations Barry,
Ron and Rhondda.

Mr Barry CassidyMr Barry Cassidy

Mrs Rhondda RasmussenMrs Rhondda Rasmussen

Mr Ron HowellMr Ron Howell

Eamon Hannan

STUDENT DRIVERS

With the start of the new school year the College is
aware that there will be many new student drivers

getting themselves to and from school. It is a timely
reminder that while student drivers are required to return

permission forms to the College, Emmaus does not
monitor who is travelling in cars driven by students or

other members of the general public. Parents are
responsible for ensuring their children travel safely to and

from school.

Student Driver Permission Forms are available from the
College office.

COMING UP
5/2: Year 12 Commissioning Ceremony; Last day for
subject changes – Year 12
9/2: Pancake Tuesday; Girls Basketball begins
10/2: Ash Wednesday; Boys Futsal begins
13/2: National Apology Day
16/2: Parents and Friends Meeting, 5.30pm in the
Yaamba Road Library
17/2: Retreats for all Year levels
23/2: Year 7 Enrolment Information Evenings
29/2: Year 7 Enrolment Information Evenings

CONGRATULATIONS!
• To Brycee Stanley who recently achieved

selection in the 13 years and under
Queensland Indigenous Netball Team to
travel to Fiji, and was also selected in the 13
years and under Australian Budgies Netball
team to play at the Gold Coast later this year. Brycee
travelled with her family to the Gold Coast after initially
being selected in 2015 (at trials held in Gladstone) in the
South East QLD netball team and spent 5 full days of
competition playing against teams from around Australia
whilst attending trials each day of the competition. This
was a wonderful effort by Brycee to gain selection
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FROM THE DEPUTY PRINCIPAL

Immunisations for Years 7 and 8

Last week forms were sent home to parents regarding 2016
immunisations. If you would like your child/children to
participate please ensure you return the completed forms to the
College office by Monday 15 February. If you did not receive
or require another form these can be collected in person from
the Yaamba Road office. Immunisations dates for this year are
as follows:

Round 1

Year 7 – 14 March
Year 8 – 15 March

Round 2

Year 7 – 1 June
Year 8 – 2 June

Round 3

Year 7 – 31 October
Year 8 – 1 November

Julie Maher
Deputy Principal, Yaamba Road campus
julie_maher@emmaus.qld.edu.au

FROM THE DIRECTOR OF CAMPUS –
SENIOR SCHOOL

Start to the Year

There has been a positive start to the year on Main Street by the
large majority of students. The uniform expectations have been
reinforced with the students and it would be appreciated if you
could support us in encouraging students to present correctly
every day. If your son or daughter is considering a subject
change they need to ensure the form is completed as soon
as possible and an interview with Ms Sommerfeld is organised
prior to the form being processed by Ms Owens. If you have
any questions or concerns about any matters relating to your
child please contact the College.

Drop Off Zones

To provide a safe environment in and around the Main Street
Campus parents/carers need to ensure that any dropping off
of students in the car park (especially near exit section) is done
as quickly as possible to avoid blocking the car park for staff
and other students leaving the car park. Additionally, please be
aware that parking near the exit gate of the car park can restrict
the vision of vehicles leaving.

PROSPER Framework

A new positive education framework that I have introduced
on Main Street is called PROSPER. This framework is based
on students (and staff) focussing on the following aspects of
their involvement in the Emmaus College community: Positivity,
Relationships, Outcomes, Strengths, Purpose, Engagement,
Resilience. Over the coming weeks I will develop this concept
with the students and also share with you an explanation of
each aspect of the framework to allow you the opportunity to
engage in a conversation with your son/daughter and how they
might apply this is their lives.

POSITIVITY for students means experiencing positive
emotions at school such as feeling safe, a sense of belonging,
interest, contentment and cheerfulness and experiencing a
sense of fun and amusement, gratitude and appreciation, a
capacity for mindfulness and skills in optimistic thinking.

Encouraging Positivity means providing opportunities for
students to experience and amplify positive emotions and build
positive learning environments. For example implementing
curriculum that raises students’ curiosity and highly engaging,
using music, dance, cooperative learning tasks, teaching
mindfulness and optimistic thinking.

RELATIONSHIPS for students refers to students experiencing
ongoing positive relationships with peers and teachers; for
parents it means experiencing ongoing positive relationship with
teachers and the school; and for teachers it means
experiencing ongoing positive relationships with their students
and other school staff. Building Relationships means teaching
pro-social values (such as kindness, friendliness, cooperation)
and social skills (such as listening, turn taking, negotiating and
respectful disagreeing). It also means identifying and
implementing school-based structures and practices that
facilitate these positive relationships such as cooperative
learning groups, cross-age teams, peer mentoring, cooperative
games and performance groups.

Dan Mollard
Director of Campus – Senior School
dan_mollard@emmaus.qld.edu.au

DUKE OF EDINBURGH AWARD AND
BRIDGE AWARD INFORMATION SESSION

We would like to invite all parents who are interested in their
child taking part in the Duke of Edinburgh Award (14+ years)
and the Bridge Award (11½ + years) to a short information
session on Thursday 11 February at 5.30pm in the Yaamba
Library.

amongst such a high class field of netball players from
throughout Australia. Good on you Brycee!
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The Duke of Edinburgh and Bridge Award is an exciting
development opportunity that encourages all young people to
accept challenges, set goals and explore their interests. These
awards are both fun and challenging and help participants aged
from 11 ½ years to build confidence and resilience. The Duke
of Edinburgh is an internationally recognised Award scheme
currently run in 140 countries around the world. The following
website gives additional information on the awards:

https://www.qld.gov.au/youth/be-involved-have-your-say/
duke-of-ed-about/

There are two levels of The Bridge Award – Level One and
Level Two. There are three levels of The Duke of Edinburgh
– Bronze, Silver and Gold. To achieve each level, participants
will complete an Adventurous Journey and regularly commit
to three ongoing sections: learning a Skill, participating in a
community Service and taking part in Physical Recreation.

At Emmaus College, we are offering the opportunity for
students to gain Bridge Award Level 1 or the Duke of Edinburgh
Bronze Level depending on the age of the student. At the
information session we will outline the approximate costs
involved and an overview of the Award requirements. We will be
using the expertise and facilities of Camp Fairbairn Outdoor
Education Session for the Adventurous journey aspect of the
Bronze Duke of Edinburgh Award.

The school is strongly committed to assisting students to
achieve success and grow as people through these programs.
Award Leaders are available to answer any questions or
concerns about the program. We are looking forward to guiding
our students towards achieving their potential through this
highly reputable and internationally recognised Award program.

If you cannot attend please do not hesitate to contact
aine_toman@emmaus.qld.edu.au .

MATHEMATICS NEWS

Maths Online

Maths Online provides comprehensive
animated and narrated lessons that can be
watched in full or short cut. It is backed up
with a variety of practice worksheets and
activities. It is a useful resource that quite a
number of students have been using for a few years now.

If you decided to join up direct with the website, 12 months
membership for a student would be $197. Maths Online is
offering Emmaus College student membership for just $20 per
student. If you would like to take advantage of this great offer
please fill in the attached registration form below and send it
along with $20 per student into school no later than Thursday
18th February.

There is a demonstration on the website:
http://www.mathsonline.com.au/

If you have any queries or would like to discuss how this could
benefit your child, please do not hesitate to contact me on the
details below.

Other Maths Matters

A reminder that all students in Years 7 to 12
should have their own scientific calculator
that needs to be brought to all maths
lessons. Failure to do so is impacting heavily
on students’ ability to complete set class
tasks. Scientific calculators can be
purchased from the Library for $17.50 each.

The standard equipment that needs to be taken to each Maths
lesson is shown below.

Please attend to this matter if necessary.

A reminder also that Maths tutes will be commencing Tuesday
9 February from 3.15pm – 4.15pm.

Juniors (Years 7, 8 and 9) in the Yaamba Road Library
Seniors (Years 10, 11 and 12) in R6 on Main Street.

Peter O’Shaughnessy
Head of Faculty, Mathematics
peter_oshaughnessy@emmaus.qld.edu.au

WRITER’S CLUB NEWS

Writers Unite!

Do you like to dabble with words? Have you a secret ambition
to publish your writing one day? If so, the Emmaus Writers’
Club may be just what you seek. Our club has a long tradition of
nurturing that “spark” which animates good writing. Our group
is quite diverse with male and female members from all Year
Levels. We are friendly folk and very supportive of each other’s
efforts. This year we are fortunate to welcome Lynda Nicholson,
our new librarian, to the group. She will be working with Mrs
Wall to co-ordinate a range of fun writing activities.

Our first meeting for 2016 will be held on Tuesday, 9 February
at the Main Street library from 3.15 – 4.15pm. Afternoon tea
will be provided. If you’re keen to develop your creative writing
skills, we would love to meet you.

Tina Wall
Writer’s Club Coordinator
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JAPANESE NEWS

???????????????Languages Online e youkoso! Languages
Online Welcome!

Happy Year of the Monkey

The lunar Year of the Yang Red Fire Monkey runs from Monday
8 February 2016 to Friday 27 January 2017. This is a year of
adventure, discovery, questions and answers, when luck can
strike at bizarre times and fortunes can turn in the blink of
an eye. Risk, strategy, learning, change and progress feature
prominently in a Monkey Year.

Under the influence of elemental Fire and the Monkey's fixed
element of Metal, it's an era of building, creating and forging
ahead. We're hurdling obstacles with remarkable ease and
reaching for the stars. It's a year of blazing opportunity and wild
passions, a roller-coaster ride of the senses, and sometimes all
you can do is hang on and surrender to the journey!

It's best to take nothing for granted. The Monkey is wise but
also unpredictable, and given to bouts of jealousy, suspicion
or temper tantrums. Trust is difficult this year. Nonetheless,
you may recall that the Space Age officially began in 1956,
a Fire Monkey year. Expect to see innovative developments
in the sciences, technology, education, commerce and the
performance arts

http://www.happywishingwell.com/
year-of-monkey-2016-17.html

You may be able to spot some of these trends yourself out
on the streets of Tokyo. Some of them will be blatant: glaring
shrine and temple advertisements for the new omamori
celebrating the monkey, or shopping mall windows slapped
with grinning monkey faces, summoning shoppers to their New
Year sales. Other odes to the Year of the Monkey are more
subtle, so you’ll need to keep your eyes peeled:

Seeing red? The recent trend in Japanese clothing shops is
not a result of fashion evolution, but rather a homage to the
upcoming Year of the Fire Monkey. The iconic snow monkeys
of Japan, with their red faces and behinds, are the inspiration
behind the influx of red clothing.

Something of more substance, though, can be found at Japan
Post: monkey stamps! Each year, Japan Post releases a new
zodiac stamp – and each year, it brings a new incentive to start
a collection.

Kit Kat has started releasing their annual “otoshidama” (???);
New Year’s boxes celebrating the Year of the Monkey. With
room for a message to a friend or loved one, these cute little
boxes can be gobbled up and then kept as a souvenir, if that’s
your thing. At least it’ll be more affordable than the gold-plated
Kit Kat bars that have gone on sale from December.

http://www.tokyoweekender.com/2016/01/
2016-brings-year-monkey-business/

Kerrie Miller-Ghea
Japanese and Tourism Teacher

LIBRARY NEWS

Welcome to 2016!

A reminder that the opening times for both libraries
are 8am – 4pm Monday to Friday.

Emmaus eBook Lending Library

Year 7 students will receive a log in for the
eLibrary in the next couple of weeks so that
they can borrow eBooks from the library.
The eBooks can be read online,
downloaded to a laptop or read through the Wheelers App
available through iTunes, Google play and Kindle.

https://emmaus.wheelers.co/

R2R@Emmaus

The focus for library lessons during 2016 will again be Research
to Referencing (R2R). The objective of this program is to
concentrate on the journey that students need to take to
complete an assessment piece. Starting with skills needed to
navigate and assess relevant information from all the sources
available, using this information to assemble the assignment
and finishing with an accurate reference/bibliography list. All
Year 7 and 11 students complete a library orientation lesson
and R2R lessons throughout the year. Other Year Levels are
offered the options to implement the R2R lesson as part of a
unit of work in the classroom.

Library Intranet Page and Online Databases

The library page can be accessed by clicking on the library tab
at the top of the intranet page.

Emmaus College subscribes to a range of online databases
so that students have reliable and up to date information for
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assignment research. These databases are available from the
Library intranet page:

http://intranet.emmaus.qld.edu.au/library/SitePages/
Home.aspx

Students are encouraged to make this their first port of call
when beginning research for assessment as this is much more
time efficient than using search engines such as Google and
Wikipedia.

The Library class page and online databases are available at
home from the College external web page:

http://emmaus.qld.edu.au/

Overdue Library Resources from 2015

Letters for overdue resources will be sent to parents at the
beginning of Term 1 with the last date for returns set at the
end of February. Any remaining overdue Library resources from
2015 as at this date will be charged to Term 2 school fees. If
you have any questions regarding these charges please contact
the Library on 49235731 (Main St.) or 49235781 (Yaamba Rd.)
between 8.30am and 3.30pm Monday to Friday.

Looking forward to a fantastic year in the library

Mrs Therese Higgins
Library Manager

ELEARNING NEWS

Parent Information Evening

Wednesday 2 March, 2016
5:30pm-6:30pm
Yaamba Road Library

Bookings are essential. Please phone 4923
5761 or email Daena_scheuber@emmaus.qld.edu.au to book.

This is a special session for parents of Year 7 students. Come
along to a look-and-learn session to see what technology your
child has access to at school. The aim of this session is to help
you learn what is available to support your child in learning at
school and home.

Daena Scheuber
eLearning Facilitator
daena_scheuber@emmaus.qld.edu.au

CAREERS NEWS

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS AND
DATE CLAIMERS

• Select Login to Intranet

• Select the Library tab at the top of the page

• The Kyokushin Karate Dojo is looking for
men, women and children to commence
karate in 2016! All abilities welcome as well
as new and old students. Come along to the
their sign on day from 8am on Saturday 6
February at 1 Gladstone Road next to
‘Stockman’s Corner’. You can view them on Facebook or
contact Ken on 0438 658 699.

• The Gracemere Redbacks Football Club is having an Open
Day on Saturday 6 February from 2-4pm at their training
grounds on the corner of Armstrong and Victoria Streets in
Gracmere. All age groups from 3-5 yr olds all the way up
to Community Mens and Womens are encouraged to
attend if you are interested in playing in 2016. For more
information visit www.gracemereredbacks.com.au or
contact Rob Law on 0428 425 465.

• Rockhampton Panthers AFL Club Sign On and training
commences on Tuesday 2 February from 5pm-6pm at
Elizabeth Park Berserker (Edward Street entrance) due to
RCG under repair. New players Welcome for 2016
season. For further information Contact Tom Kneen 0429
478 189.
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